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| The Honourable - Jadpe ATKINS, 
-one of * che Jabices of the Com- 
| mon-Plea'ss; as allo- tothe right 
\'W Worſhipfut” WILLIAM Baoks 

HOUSE of Swallawfield; rote hl 
z | - Sheriffof. che Copied is 2 3 

| ©. together, wach Pg right Wor- 
| {hiptul; -rhe"Gentry | oth of ard 
* but of | the. Cammulljan for the 
| | - Peace of the ſaid Ceunty; and} 
|| principally to thoſe,at w! ole re-| 
.queſt. this: Sermon. was made| 
publick; © | 


RE. IT LES 
A 


y: oy Lord,and Gen: lemen, 2 | 
SBS Hi Sermon having. en i| 
DAR /clf upon the bazardoys Treat. A | 
&> God and the Bench, was ntudged| 
S— tothe Preſs, when.tts Anthour was |. 

| nat ws = ?o plead ou bis own behalf ; I Who ſurely had 
[: he teen privy. to the Fndgement, (Mie? Was nh K 


* The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


me 


as 
—_ 


| 
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reported 10 bias by 
baveinireaten i 
wor thy tlie. notice of {ncb an Honorable 7 udicathre. 
| 1  ponfeſs 1 Bok -upim the AVmming under the 


Fpnblick caliwhies - andrtprocches, of which 1 
in fure mine ſhall net want«its ſufficient load.” 


1 


by a 


ing tt, may b ze as to underſtand he evi- 
 deixce of Truth that is 5n it ; uM ſdhoneft, 'as not 
tp returs an Igndramus, for Bills yerk;;* : : |} 

; © Szrely, (My Eard, and Gentleinen) you that 
ave ſufficiently athuaintrd” With the Yerburies, 
'Chillenden's, Ivess Jand orbers\of aninferionr.Or- 
: der,whom it would be toomuch honor to.uame ſeed 
1men of the Devil, with whom this poor Town hath 
'betw perpernally peſtered and poybrtd, will, [ doubt 
:uot, ſee cauſe for rhat tartn eſs of application in the 


:tender to be rubbed, Sy - 
; * Thoſe mens names,and ſome of the Errors any 


I: Herefies they vented, 1 repreſented to your laf 


Grand-Jary, and hoped: they alſo would have ſeen 


= 


to juſftifie my charge. 


ſave fewof the numbe!) world 
| Gentlemeniomtt tonauenture the | 
; reparation of thiwadiſcretions ups a piece too tin- 


Stationers Preſle,iz theſe dayes, as a puniſhment to | 
a Sermon,no le(s(in its kind) then that of the ſame | 
| denomination, which you in fowe caſes inflict upon | 

| iff endors., ſeeing it is the are ex ofed to the weig ht | 


| Theonul remedy I have herein, #'once more to | 
| preſent itt caſe bet. Ye" you irs Tallger, (which I | 
\ dee 31ethis Dedication ) \and fo batreat iyouthat | 


| he Grand-I 08 # anxel to entiuire concer- 
TIL EEE) 10q rr gs TI; 1 4 4 bo 


icloſe, for which 1 have been ſufficiently perſecuted |: 
by the tongues of thoſe, who found their backs too 


cauſe either to have reported them to your Lord- | 
\/hip, and the Bench, or at leaſt nor to have miſre- | 
ported me,(as ſome-of them did) to others,as unabl'| 
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AY 


My Lord, and Gentlemen, 1 commit the Vindi- 
cation of my name, and of this Trath, firſt to God, 
who(1 am _T aſſured) will bring forth its 
righteouſnels as the light; and (among men) to 
your Wiſer and more impartial judgements, hoping 
that you will (as far as it concerns rres - 
ſubſtance of it upon your Conſciences, and walk- 
ings. And 1 pray that that Edition may be cor- 


better then I can Preach or Print them, eAnd 
«pon that account, 1 will preach and print as often 
as you pleaſe ; upon ether terms 1 care not how ſel- 
dome. And this, becauſe I am 


(My Lord, and Gentlemen,) 


Your moſt zealouſly affeQi- 


onate wel[-wiſher,and (up- 


vant in the Goſpel, 


Sizon Foxp. 
| 


Reading , | 
May 24. 1654, 


rectior & emendatior, more perfett then the Ori- | 
ginal Copy it ſelf : that you may Live Sermons | 


— 


| 


on that account ) ſer- [ 


Preached at the Aſs:zes holden for 

the County of Berks at Reading, Feb, 

[ 28. 1653. Mr. WiLLIAM BACx- 

nOuUsE Of SWalowfield, 
SHERIFF. 
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n PSAL. 75.4,56,7- 
| T ſaid (or rather, T will (ay) to _— deal not fooliſbly : 
and to the wicked, lift not.up the horn, v. 4. 

Lift not up your hora on bigh + ſpeak not with a fliff neck, 


]: Ve$s 

For promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt , nor from the 
Weſt, nor from#be South, v. 6. | 

But God is the Fudge ; he puteth down one, and ſetteth up 4- 

ſ n:ither, Ve. F« 


| is Plalm v a good go Di- 
retory, becaule it 15 the Copy of 
[%6 I F. that Kings heart, who was Kh 
1% | 2 after Gods own heart. David 
SUS, at the-time of the writing hereof , 
&s by moſt - ſaund Interpreters ſuppoſed tg 
| have been in that Morning Twitight of Royalty, | 
a miidling condition between aKing and no Kj 
| - | whech 
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laſt, Davsds houſe grows ſtronger and ſtronger , 
land /hboſherhs weaker and weaker, chap. 3. 1. 
{This day-ſtar-of approaching :Royaity , being| ſi 

thus got above the Horizon, and fore-telling the|. þ 


| Founder undertook to new-caſt it, * Such an one 
vas David, and that he might give” aſſurance of 


in:twelve of the,whole Kingdome : *Twas an 


Cltaters. 1beſheth the Son and heir of 8 F4 
the are King, was yet ftrugling for ten parts 


hoe «diſpute of two years.contirnance. But .at 


nearnefs of the Sun to diſpel the miſts of his long] 
Harp, and heart in tune ; and thereupon he takes 


vizzoy Tvaau5imey , ' or trinmphant thankful Ode. 
His thankfulneſle is partly YVe-bal.in the acknow- 
ledgement of Gods: faithfulneſſe, in ſo near an 
iſſue ofan expeRed mercy, ( for this he means 
by the nearne(ſs of Gods name, v.1.) and of his So- 
veraign Fower and Juſtice , in the way wherein 
he accompliſhed it, ver. 7,8,9, And partly Re- 


al, in thereſolvedneſſe of his heart; to repair 
the breaches and ruins of Sax/s diffolute Govern- 
ment. The whole State, both Eccl:faſtical and | 
Civil, was like a melted Veſſel, . run into a lump 
of confuſion and diſorder , (for that is the Ort; 


mould or model unto which he will reduce it. 


inal emphaſis ofthat phraſe , The earth and all | 
the inhabitants thereof are diſſolved, v. 3. ) and 
there was no hope that ever it wonld be a Veſſel 
for honour or uſe any more, except a skilfu] 


his, undertaking;, he before-hand declares the 
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doubts andffears, ( itis ſuppoſed ) ſets Davids| 


occation to teftifie his thankfulneſſe in this 4 | 


-7;. He will firſt cement the broken pieces of the 
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. | Jold frames, viz. Religion, Law,and Juſtice, which | YT 
are the pillars of all Government. = k- 
2.He will ſecure.thoſe pillars from the inſolent 
petulancy of bold & preſumptuous offenders, by a 
ſevere execution of the utmoſt ſeverity and ri-} 
gour of divine- and human Laws upon them. And' 
both theſe he will do upon the conſideration of 
his conſcientious obligation thereunto ; and that: 
ipon this account, becauſe all his power is cons! 
kfledly ſubordinate to Gods, which is the ſum of! 
- [iy Text, and the following verlſes. "IN 
1 will ſay(for ſo I readit with Parensand I1ſy- 
tulus)ante the fools, deal not ſo fooliſhly, &46. | 
For promotion cometh, @&c. 
| In which words you have two general parts : 
1. Davids reſolution of reformarion, 1 will ſay , 
&c. T: 
z. The 7ea/on of that reſolution, For promotion, 


ec. | | | 
Inthe firſt of theſe, you may fiirther obſerve, | 27.517 
| 7. The SubjeRs of it, Fools, (that is, bad men, _— 
ut ſuch whoſe ſins are ohly prejudicial to them- _ , F*Y 
ves ) and” wicked men, ſuch who by reaſon of o_— , 
ng remiſſeneſs of Civil Government,during the | gc gols, | ©? 
nquiet and turbulent reign of Saxl, were grown | 
da great height of preſutnption and violence,da- 
ing all Laws both divine and humane, out of | 
dantenance, which he expreſſeth by two phraſes, | 
peaking with a fiff neck, & Lifting up the horn, } | 
Metaphors taken from unbroken Colrs, or wild | 
Bulls, who arealtogetber impatient of the bridle F 
r the yoke. Sons of Belial, indeed, if the re- LALEDLY | 
eived Ecymology. of that word hold water, j©# 79 ft, .. 
[heſe are the perfons that David —_— _ 4g. | : 
| _—_ a, 
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Muſculus, 


Rn as Mel. Ads. i Mes ht 


i 


- [thus ro put forch his power to curb the inſoler- 
| cies of wicked men: Fer prometiou(4. e. my pro- 


deal withal in this reſolved reformation 


fx4int upon theirunruly luſts : for this ſaying 
implies deing. De merita Vinaitta & coercione 
l:ntelligendum eft, one ſayes; Cohibebo ( ſayes a 
lnother) petulantes regni & eccleſia perturbat 


| ſpeak vain words, This ſaying is like that Pal: 


INT 
emma 
Lad 


2. Thenature of it, and that is by way of re- 


res. Zealons and reſolute Anthority uſeth not to 


2.5. where God is faid to ſpeak. to.ſuch another 
generation of wild Beaſts:but how? ſo,as to vex 
them in his ſore diſpleaſure. So here, 1 will ſay 
-o the fools,&c. 18 as much, as I will by wholeſome 
Laws, and a zealous execution of them, either a- 
mend their perſons, or(at leaſt )reſtrasn their luſts, 
if they will deal fooli/aly, they ſhall not deal { 
faoliſbly, and if they will wear horns {till, yet they! 
ſhall not /:fr the horn on high. | ; 

2. The ſecond general part may look two!f; 
Wayes ; | 

I. Either as a reaſes prevailing with David 


$t 


motion, by which Iam advanced to the ſuceſlion 
of Sax!s Throne)cometh, &c. | 


nc 
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' 
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2. Or as a /eſſo» which he would byjuts CG 
verity teach them, who had ſinned themſelves inſſlqe 
to.2 necr affinity to Atheiſm , by ſo long and uvſſſhc 
controlleda liberty of luſt, and-infolencies. 7efſ[zc 


| ſeverity in Deputy gods may teach men ſo muchfſly, 
| Religion, as that there is a God that judgeth tilt 
| earth, ; | 


| ButTrather look upon it as a motive to David JP 
himſelf. And then the Argument runs thus: INg. 


| was a While fince, a poor Shepherds boy, andl re 


A = = ——— 


ain 


—_—— — 


_ —_ head —_ RF ——_ —— = bm 
I WI 


_ G L $8 =o Ve hon b 
- > "x 
p i adv. PEAR - "Wn a. Lf. 


— - —_ 


avids Government. 


f D 


— —— - 


—— | — —— 2.4 -—m 


am now advanced to the potentia proxima of an! 
*|{[abfolute Royalty. Therefore it concernes me} 
g|[[gratefully to acknowledge , and zealoufly to a&|| 
| f[for him that advanced me, and (ſeeing promotion 
1 [comes not from the Eaſt,&C. But God is the Fudge, 
| $[&c.)I will anfwet his ends in my advancement. 

0/0] This part hath two branches : | 

I. A negation of power in any creature to give 
For take away honour and power. Though all aſ- 
* Fifiſtance from all quarters of the world ſhould con- 
J\ycenter their endeavours for one mans exaltation, 
"f|they could not doit, If God will pull him down; 
and e contra. Though the whole poſſe of the Cre- 
ation were raiſed to pull a man down, yetif God 
fay nay, their endeavours ſhall be ſucceſlcleſle. | 
Davighere takes his expreſſions from the Topo- | 

Traphy ofthe Land of Paleſtine, and expreſleth 
Eaſt and weſt diftintly, but includes North and 
South, both under the expreſſion of midbar, the | 
Deſart, that Country being on both North and | | | 
South ſides bounded with waſt lands of that de- kd 
nomination, Whence your Margin reads it De- | $6... 
ſart and your Engliſh meter, forſaken wilderneſs. FE 
i 2.-An aſſertion of that power and prerogative in | | | 
le [God aloxe. He is Judge, i. e.abſolute,and indepen- | 
ry/dent,in ſo much that he is no way taxable,though | 
aJbe puts in and puts our, lifts up, and pulls down | 
uf [according to his own good pleaſure, And yet | 
vch [proceeds in a way of regular juſtice in this caſe 
of humane mal-adminiſtration , As a Fudge. 

. Thus you ſeeT have done this part of iy tak, 
x : i.e, taken to pieces this excellent watch , and | 
7] ſhewed you the wheels , and the /pring, Davids 
"Yreformation, and the impulſive canſe of it, But 
d K-25 + 46... 
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| «Qui non 
pro3ibet 
peccare 


canpoſſit 


' {building,in an exaR order of nature. But theo 


| ikxethe field of the ſluggard, deſcribed Pro. 24.3 


[the face thereof, (for ill weeds grow apace)and th 


Jai, Sen 


the harder part of my buſineſs is yet to come, ; 
co put it together again, that you may take dirt 
Rion from 725 hand in the bulineſs of ſo ſolemn 
convention, as is that which hath brought you hi 
ther this day. | 
1 know the /prizg-wheel ſhould firſt be take 

| in hand, as the foundation muſt be laid before th 


der I ſhall proceed by is Theological, and there 
{foreI ſhall firſt begin with Sas, Devid re 
ſolution of a juſt reformation,and then annex th 
reaſon(as the /pring)at the laſt, to ſet it agoing. 
And firſt and foremoſt, we will conſider, 
The ſubjeRs of this reformation, 1 ſaid #nt 
the[ fools, ] and to the [ wicked. Such then D 
vid found, even among the great ones, when 
came to the Kingdom; he found beaſts, and tho 
armed with power, horned beaſts: And fuc 
there will be every where, let che Laws be but 
while ſilenced, and the Magiſtrate,either ſleep, 
connive, or both, Obſerve, 
Evils not ſuppreſſed, will be ſpreading Evil. 
The caſe of ſuch a Common-wealth wil quickly | 


all grown ever with thorns, and nettles will cove 


wall of order and diſcipline will quite be broke 
dows.There had need be diligent weeders to ket 
the field ofa Common-wealth from being ove 
ſpread. They had need be good hedges, that mu 
keep in ſuch unruly beaſts, as my Text ſpeaks « 
It there be none to forbid the fools to deal fooliſ 
/y.. there need be none to bid them do ſo, | 


| 


| Lids them, that, when he can, doth not forbi | 
| | then 


anon. 
_ 


— DM | md y_ 4 


Pn 


them. Men (in a ſpirituad\ ſenſe) are all vatoral _ 
Deart of a child, Pro, | 


| Joſe nothing by indulgence. If a logs be King, the 
| inſult over its fluggiſhneſſe. A Magiſtrate cozch, 


| mons the reſt of the cauſes are (like $.,x/ himſelf 


of Davids Government. 


fools, folly is bound up in the 

| 22. 15. and they need not be fanght that rrade ; 
if they be but permitted to ſer ap for themſelves, 
bx had need be a wiſer man then ordinary that 
ſhall keep them within any bounds of reaſon or 
conſcience; for, Obſerve again, 


fools, if the rod of corre&tion do not diſcipline 


folly and down-right madneſs. The Aſſes colt 
will turn hisears into horns, and grow horn-mad, 
and puſh againſt all thoſe that ſhall endeavour 
to bring him under the yoke. $i» and £rrour 


frogs will quickly be preſumptuouſly petulant,and 


ant will quickly make offenders rampant. We uſe 
to ſay, when an horſe runs away with a yong ri- 


weakneſs or unskilfulneſs ofthe hand that mana- 
Seth him, is a provocation to him to attempt the 
caſting offhis burthen. There is nothing which 
is more intolerable thex a ſervant when he reigns, 
if Solomon may be believed, Prov.30.22. When 
thoſe baſe luſts of men that under reſtraint ſeem- 
ed very ſubmiſſe, are once ſet at liberty, they will 
rage the more intolerably , and much, our of an- 
ger they have been bridled. 3 
T wo things there were in Sauls Government, 
and the interval of Davids,that expoſed che Land 
to theſe wild beaſts,and their inſolencies, which a- 


among the people) higber by the ſhoulders. 
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Wickedneſs tolerated Will grow nſolent. Such | 


them, will knows no difference between (imple | 


der, he knows Who i upon the back of him. The |. 
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'Modern 
Policy. 


 Plut."in 
; Ponpe2. 


— Wy | perpetual Malta, Wars Forain and 
| Civil, defenſive and offenſive. And thoſe (though 
never ſo neceſſary) bke ill Phyſick, breed more ilt 


humors,then they purge out... AH Civil Autho- 


| rity muſt be ſilent, while the ratling of Arms 


drowns its voice ; and the ſword of the Law muſt 


| ſubmit to the Law of the ſword. Thence the 


Souldiers in P/#tarch wondred that any one 
ſhould read Law to them that: wore 5+ by their 
fide,s 7avoeds nuiv VaiGuouiror bins Fug day 
YOTKOVTES, | War( in a (ort)neceſſitatesirrtegulart- 
ties, not only againſt -( :v4/, but even Ailitary 
Laws. Martial Law, (faith one )ieas great a So- 
loeciſm, as Martial Peace. | t 
'Thence, whenGod threatneth war to his peo- 


ple, hetelis them, that Military Infolency ſhall 


calt contempt upon Civil Magiftracy , they ſhall 
{mite the Fudge of Iſrael with a rod upon the cheek, 
Mich.5.1. And when hecalls for that Judgment 
upon a people, he is ſaid to invite the beaſts of the 
field ro devoare, Tſa.56.9. There is a kind of cuftc+ 
mary ferity bred inthe minds of men, by conſtant 
and familiar converſe with inſtruments of death 
and violence, which will not eafily be charmed 
into a peaceable ſubmiſſion to civil reftraznts , 
though the moſt diſcreet Magiſtrate. charm never 
ſo wiſely. Far be it from me,to aſperſe the perſons 
of any of that profeſſion among us. I can truly 
fay of divers of them, what Tertullus ſaid flat- 

teringly, concerning Felix the Governour of 7- 
dea, by them we enjoy great quietneſſe , which we 
| cannot but accept alwayes, and in all places with 


| 


| influences of that profeſiton upon 'the gorerany 
OO 1 


much thankfulneſs, Atft.24.2,3.ButT ſpeak of the; 
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of thoſe that 'profeſſe it, and the- people livin 

under the exerciſe of it. 1i/itaribus animis(ſayes 

| Salnſt) adhibexda fomenta ut pacem ferre velint. 
I dare ſay; your Lordſhips experience can teſtifie, 
that moſt of thoſe that make a trade of the high- 
way, arethe reliques of routed and disbanded 

Forces, (who like the unjuſt Steward )cannet arp , 

| a to beg are aſhamed, and therefore follow that 
trade. 

2. Themaintaining of a fattion oppoſite to the 
faithful Prophets and Prieſts of the Lord, Samu- 
cl for many years before Sau/s death was laid a- 
fide, as a man of too rigid a ſpirit for Sawls de- 
ſigns ; and Abimelech andthe Prieſts were looked 
upon as confederate with Davidgzand upon the in- 
formation ofa treacherousDoeg,murthered upon 
ſuſpicion thereof. And no wonder, ifthey that 
are grown ſo bold, as to trample upon the Em- 
baſſadors of God, make as bold with the Laws 


and Ordinances of man. I am ſure, in Gods juſt | 


judgment, Civil confufiens have uſed to accom- 
pany Charch-contuſuons , when Fudahin Abijahs 
time was without a teaching Prieſt, they were 
alſo without peace, they went #- and out of their 
own houſes with hazard of theirlives, 2 Chro. 15. 
3. Iamglad, we of this Nationare at laſt grown 
fo wiſe as to fee,thatCharch» Levelling needs no- 
thing but a power to its will to introduce Srate- 


Levelling t00, and that the Honourable Rebes of |. 


| Magiſtracy and Law are at the bar of many 
mens ignorant and ſottiſh fury, no leſle guilty of 
Antichriſtianiſm, then the contemntible black coats 


ad 


y Lord, and you of the worſhipful Bench, that 


L 4 


cis 


| 


oy the Minifry of the Goſpel. Aſſure your ſelves, |; 
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- *tis only the awe of conſcience that ſubdues 
- | the fury,and rage of mens luſts, your Proviſions 
| of Law are a /ower bank, which theſe violent 


| ſwell above thoſe ſacred maiy banks of Religious: 


| need not wonder at his re/o/ution Of a ſevere re- 


| 


| 


to remove them. Me corporis quidem morbos,ve- 


waves will quickly break over, when once they 


Principles and Inſtitutions. Let Magiſtrates 
maintain Gods Ordinances, God Wil theirs. 

In this caſe David found the Kingdom, a kind 
of widerneſſe of wild beaſts. And therefore we 


formation, of ſetting the nets, and toils of good 
Laws to takethem , (my next head which now | 
comes to hand.) 
Twill ſay unto the fools, &c. Obſerve, 
Tuſolent offenders muſt be curbed witha reſolute ſe- 
verity.All diſeaſes(ſayPhyſicians of greateſt note) 
are cured by contraries.And(by conſequence)the 
diſeaſes of the body Politick , occaſioned by re- 
miſlneſs,require more rough and churliſh Phyſick 


teres, & din auttes niſt per dura & aſpera coerce= 
as * corruptus,&: corrumpens,eger & flagrans a» 
nimus haud levioribus vemedius reftinguenaus eft, | 
quam libidinibus ardeſcit, ſayes T acitus. Stiff- 
necked Colts will not be managed. with a ſlack 
rein. Let David come to the: Throne with never 
ſo much reſolution, yet he will find enough to do 
when he coms to act that reſolution. He will find 
cauſe to complain that the ſons of Zerviah are too 
ſtrong for him, 2 Sam.3.39. Wherefore he is fain 
to die in their debt, andto leave it upon his Son 
Solomon to diſcharge, 1 Kin-2.5, And when he 
goes out of the world, his laſt words back his firſt 


li... 


reſolution, 2 Sam. 23. 6,7. But the ſons of Belial 
- ſhall 


_——_ 
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ſhall be all of them as thorns thrast away i.e, 


and violence,) becauſe they cannot be taken with. 
hands, (There is no handling them in a gentle 
way) But the man that ſpall toxich them, muſt be 

fenced with Iron, and the SFlaffe of a ſpear ; and: 
they ſrall be mtterly burnt with fire in the place, 

In ſuch caſes, a Magiſtrate had need to ſharpen 

the ſword of Juſtice with the fi/e of reſolution ; 

Fiat juſtitia, ruat calum. Come what will or 

can come, he muſt be armed againſt it with a fix- 
ed purpoſe of gettingthe enemies ground, or dy- 
ing upon his own: of gaining the horſe,or loſing 
the ſaddle, /awing off the horns of theſe wilde 
beaſts,or being gored by them, He mult reſolve to 

be the Champion of Juſtice while he can, and 
when he can no longer be ſo, he muſt become her 

Martyr. | 


ed ingrain, elſe the colour of the one, and the 


 niſters ſhould have the Motto of Aaron: Miter 
written upon their fore-heads, Holineſſe to the 


for the Lord. This alone will fortiftie a man a- 
gainft all mollifying conſiderations. Thus the 
Sons of Levi came armed to execute the venge- 
| anceof the Lord againſt Idolaters, Der. 33: 9. 
compared with E xed.32.26,27,28. 


ſolves in execution > Even as ſoon as the reins of 
government are put into his hand. As ſoon as 


out of the Kingdome, or the world, with fotce, | 


A Judges heart and his robes muſt be both dy» | 
courage ofthe other will quickly fade. Good Mi-| 


Lord; and Magiſtrates ſhould have written upon | 
| their hearts, what Loſes had on his, Reſolution | 


But whex doth David reſolve to put theſe re- | 


\he receives the Congregation,v.2, And leſt wel 
| ſhould 


"_ ; . oO Bas Eras 
A OT - EE et. 
orgy z gs) ae 2 TT ROSEN — > 
3-4 o . Fo 4 9 
, gs 
0 | nn fr; 
£ = * 
- po, 
5 3 
LES 
4 


_—_—_—— 
RE 


"L9. 
; | : 
d j_ 


ws 
x 
" 
26 
IO 
IS 
L Fx 

# 


"———— NOELEZ 


— 


'T be Firf: 7 mY 


CCS 


| if they be not ſpeedily put in execution. 


_ |thefire orice gets to the houſe top, the leaſt delay 


|| ſpecially that which the Apoſtle fpeaks of in that 


ſhould think this was the' iffe of fine haſty | 
thoughts, which upon better advice he would ſee 


| in another Pſalm, / will early deſtroy all the wick- 


canſe not to ſtand to; you ſhall hear him back it 


ed of the Land, Phal.101.lr. Obſerve,(from the 
time) 
That MMagiftrates reforming reſolutions muſt 
be [peedily and effetnally proſecuted. For, 
1, Good reſoJutions will cool again , when 
they are off from the fire of a preſent good mood, 


2. Delayesin this caſe are dangerous, when 


will quickly retder it unquenchable. If a ſmall 

Army be ſuffered to entrench, and victual rhem- 

m—_— gone ſtrength will have enough ro do to 
uert 

If the Sea break in upon a Land, it may be, at 


| che firſt, little labour will repair the bank ; ; but if | 


it be negleted bur a few dayes, all the Country 
cannot turn tt out. again, 
Novi ego qued primo fuerat medicabile unlnas. 
Neglettum longe damna tuliſſe more. 
Wickedneſſe will ſpread 4s 4 Gangrene,(and e- 


place,Hereſie) and toleration makes it incurable. 


3. Opportunities and ſeaſons of doing good, } 
: | arenotinour hands, but Gods. Thisis the ground 
' | of that advice of Mordecai to H efter, ho know- 
' | eth bat that thou art come to the Kingdoms for | 


ſuch a time as this ? Heſt. 4.13. 
And this leads me to the ſecond general part 
of my Text,the ground of Davids reſo/ution ,[ For 
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[ promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt, &c. | | 


Which 
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Which words are an univerſal negation of crea- 
tyre-power in the managery of State-affairs, fur- 


work in all Quarters. Such correſpondencies in 
the:E2ft, and ſuch inthe eſt, &c. And they are 
apt to conclude, if but ſuch or ſuch a deſfigne take 


And when their plots are ſpoiled in one part, yet 
they maintain hope from another quarter of the 
world. And indeed. Thi z the ſpring of all man- 
ner of irregular compliances , with thoſe from 
whom we expect fartherance in our deſignes,that 
we look upon them as our adyancers. Thence 
(faith Solomon)many ſeck the Rulers favour, Pro, 
29.26.and that with ſordid and horrid encroach- 
ments upon the' principles of ingenuity and con- 
ſcience, licking up the very ſpittle of great ones, 
(as is reported of Dion ſius his flatterers)and con- 
forming to their very vices and imperfections, as 
is reported 'of Alex anders courtiers, that imi- 
tated his wry neck. | 

And inthe late Kings Reign, in the encroach- 
ments upon the publick liberty by Ship-money 
and Monopolies, His Judges, (all.but one or two 
that went with honour to their graves) perſwa- 
ded him*twas Law, and his Divines, *twas Con- 


| ſcience. Asifthey had both been of the mind of 
| Cambyles hisCouncellors,who advitingwith them 


in acaſe of inceſtuous marriage , they told him 
all the Statute-Law of the Land was againſt him , 


but there was another Law, that the King might 
Fa what he would, | 


Now 


[EE 


ther then Gods Providence co-operates with it. | 
Men are apt to expett avdancement from ſecond | 
cauſes, Politicians uſe to have their Engins ar | 


(one of many) that makes for their advantage. . 


4 


kl ft 


— 


4 


os 488 ISS jos i; <1 , ” 
ARE > AS EE ie ene Gp 
PE. Wes + : 


— 


The Firſt- fruits 


Now the ready Way to keep min from irregular 
courſes for advancement, is to perſwade them, (O 
that God woulddo it) rhat vain is the help of | 

- man.Truſft not in Princes, nor in the ſon of may, 
(faith David)ir whom there is no help Pſal. 146.3. 

And Carſed be be that maketh fleſh his arm,and 
whoſe heart departeth from the Lord, Creature- 
confidence is the mother of Apoſtacy, and defeat- 
ment, 7er.17.5,6. 

But where then is the /pring of preferment2And | 
from what Fountain doth it low? The laſt part 
of my Text tells you, God 5s the Fnage, he putteth 
down one,and ſetteth up another .Of which ina few 
| words, and then I ſhall diſmifſe you with a word 
or two by way of application to the preſent oc- 
caſion. Obſerve hence, 

All the Tranſlations of C5vsl power in the world, 
| are the effefts of a Divine,and that, ajuſt Provi- 
dence. God works theſe changes, and'that as a 

 7#dge, in a judicial way. | 
| There is nothing inthe world of more com- 
mon «bſervation , and leſs ſolemn and fanQified | 
meditation,then the various turnings ofthe wheel 
of Providence. One while, a David xaken from 
Pſal.78.71 | the Sheep-coat , from following the Ews great 
| with young, and advanced ( in Homer: phraſe ) 
#15 Torpirg Aeay,to be aShepberd of men,hisSheep- 
hosk changed into a Scepter, and his ſeate of turf] . 
tO a Royal tbroxe.”A Foſeph from an impriſoned 
Jude.6. 11 | flave, made a Royal Favourite, A Gideow, 

| from a threſhing-floor , raiſed to be a Saviour of 

Ia.4r.i5 | iſrael, and his threſning inſtrument of wood , 
changed into one of 5roz, to threſs the mountains, 
as God himſelf phraſeth it. Heſter, a poor cap; 
f : tive 


— 
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And in profane ftories,a Dictator fro the Plough 


]ving carrion, arreſted by the vileſt of creatures , 
[upon the ſuit of his affronted Creator. A great| 
| : ama». teaſted with the King one day, and made | 
| a feaſt for Crows the next, Heſft.7.10. 


| domlafts Princes being either cloy'd with giving 


of Davids Government. 


tive maid, advanced to a royal bed, Hep.2.6, 17. 


and an Emperor from the hog-trough , athird 


| from keeping the Cows,&c. And our Hey.8.took | 


his awo great favourites,the one from the Slaugh- 
ter-houſe,and the other from the Forge. 

On the other ſide, Adonibezek a mightyPrince, 
| made Fellow-Commoner with the Dogs; and 


ed God, to bethe moſt loathſome of men, a li- 


And in human ſtories, who knows not that one 
of the greateſt Commanders in the world ,' was 
carried about in an Iron-grate, to bea foot-ſtool 


was fain to beg for his living, Date obolum Beliſa- 
r40.T his 1s commonly the lot of great Favourites, 
Fatum potentie raro ſempiterne, (fayes T acitws )| 
quippe ſatias capit aut illos cum omna tribuerunt, 
ant hos cum nihil reliquum eſt quod cupiant. The 
{common fate of worldly preferment, that it ſel- 


their favors,orſubjeRswith receiving them,when 


A 


Nebuchadnezzar,a mighty Conquerour,and one |; 
|thar lifted his horn toa great height, turned a | | 
grazing with the Oxen; and Herod in his moſt | | 
| ſumptuous apparel,and amidſt the ſhouts and ac-|-/ 
|clamations of his people, reduced from a conceit- | 


to an inſulting Conqueror > That Beli/arizs the |. 
\{famouſeſtGeneral that the later age oftheRoman | 
[Empire knew,and in greateſt favonr with Puſtini- | 
an his Prince, was reduced to that waht, that he 


AQ 242 


Bgjazes, 


| they have no more to give,nor zheſe to receive. 
| And 


DD 


TE Er nn Dey SRV" OY A La SEE: ene NAH Aa 7 6 fp 
IF : - V ty J 

EN g ; L " * - : « E 4 *% . 

x, e Firff-fraits 
eng T v . « 
# ; ? 


A—_—_—_———— 


-  Andin our dayes thoſe changes and reyoluti- 
| . [ons of the wheelof Providence have been ordi- | 
| We have ſeen in one Rojal Family, (and that 
one of the moſt eminent in theſe parts of the 
world) a great and puiſſant Monarch, in the face 
{ofthe Sun, at noon-day, at the gate of his own 
{Palace, in the moſt populous City of theſe three 
{Nations, in the mid of thouſands of his pailio- 
| riate wel {-wiſhers, and zealous partizans , laying 
His head upon a fatal block, three Queens of 
 [hisline and alliance, reduced to the Contribution 
of Foraigners, for a mean ſabfiſtence, and a nu- 
merous ifſue of the ſame Family, chraſhed under 
the ſame wheel of Providence , in whom not ma-| 
ny years ſince theſe Nations rejoyced, as the bud- 
| ding hopes of an uninterrupted ſucceſſion. _ 

We have ſeen a Parliament,the darling ofthe 

le, ſitting under the proteCtion of a perpe- 
tual AR, crumbled into pieces, and at laſt wholly 
diſſolved with the crwcifige of that very people, | - 
that a few years fince cryed Hoſanna, and pro-| 
ſtrated their very hearts at their feet, to pave 
them a triumphant entrance into that truſt they 
had elected them unto, 

We have ſeen a formidable Meteor of Policy 
lately elevated to a great height of Confidence 
and preſumption, /ifting up the horn ou high, or 
(asa learned Jew reads the words) againſt the 
te. Imma-» high God, and ſpeakzng With a tiff neck, caught 
uct, like Abrahams Ram, by the horns in a buſh, and 
| made a juſt ſacrifice to the ſcorn and contempt of 
all men. & their arms Withered in the very act, for 
ſtretching them out againſt the Prophets of the 
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] mentous Providences as all Zxepe- is concerned | 


| culated the Commor-wealths Nativity upon. 


Iry ſlow of heart to believeit.. How often doth 
{God tell us thistrath, in various forms of expreſ- 
fions?, That be raiſeth the poor ont of the duſt,and 
|lifreth the needy from the dunghil, that be may ſet 
[him with Princes, Plal, 113.7. That he powreth| 


[{ide) he ſerteth the poor 0x high, Plal. 107. 41,42. 
'|that he rai/eth the beggar from the dunghil, and 


of Davids Government. _ 


' Ina word, ſuch.changes of publick affairs, 'as, 

if the ſtars, or thoſe that pretend. to great famj- 
liariry with them, had been but ordinary: Pro- 
phets, they could not have overſeen ,, without an | 
inexcuſable neglet. Snch wonderful, and mo- 


in, ſhould not, inmy judgment, bave been omitted 
among our Calculators, ( who are at leiſure to 
take abundant notice of (that far,more inconſide- 
rable thing): he, Clergy) except. poſlibly they cal-: 


black Munday *, when they had not light enough 
to-erre& their Scheme, However at the preſent, | 
let them paſle with this mewento,that it i not for 
vain man to know the tines and; ſeaſons , which | 
the Father hath hept in his own power; and that 
undoubtedly, God Almighty is better able to 
keep his own counſel, then to acquaint the Stars 
with ſuch affairs, or at leaſt their Secretaries,who 
make a livelyhood of blabbing-all that they 
know, and moretoo. But (to leave this digreſ- 
ſton.) _—_ 
This is that great Truth , which Scripture ſo 
much inculcates upon men, that (it ſeems) ate ve- 


contempt upon. Princes, and maketh them - to 
wander in the wilderneſſe, whiles ( onthe other | 


| aketh him to inherit the Crown of glory, becauſe 
p t e 
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the: 
| cnts off the ſpirit of Princes, and is terrible to-all 


lars of the tarth are bis,1Sam2.7 8 that he 


0 
*. 


 Iebe-Kings of the earth, Plal. 76:12: 


- | ſhall continue for ever, and their dwelling places 


\( after ſo-muchclear conviction, both from Seri- 


|neſſe ſhould uſually fo 'blinde the- eyes of preat 
ones,” and flatter chem with a perſwaſton of 'im-| 


true>that the Lori keeps men from honour. )That 
| he that will be'great, muſt have a conſcience as: 


ſhould be accounted a: more ready road to great- 
neſſe, then beng ſo.' Surely, did men believe God 
to be the Soveraign-diſpoſer of all preferments, 


Inſomuch, that it ſeems wonderful to me, that 


| : 


pture and experience) the luſter of preſent great- 


munity from: theſe changes,as ir doth. That their 
inward thenght ſhould ſtill be, ( chat which this 
Pſalmiſt notes, as a'great folly) That rheir howſes 
to all generationr; Plal.49:1t,' That -they con- 
ceit their mount aine to be ſo ſtrong, that they ſhall 
never be moved, Plal.30.6,7. | 

:>: That when mencaft about all manner of ways 
for advancement , they ſhould” not ſo much as 


Atheiſtical conceit, that a confciencious walking 

with God, is the only way to-ſpoil their prefer- 
ment, (As ifindeedthat which-Balack told Ba- 
{aam,who was a little too nice for his deſign, were 


largeas his defignes, leſt being 350 ſtraight-la- 
ced, it cauſe miſcarriage. That /cemin g good 


they would in reaſon beable to conclude , that 


he would advance his own ſervants rather then;| 
others, if advancement be good: for them. But]. 
' | becauſe men do not cordially believe this Truth, 


...— 
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think of God; inay: that they ſhould entertainan} 


therefore they negle& him , and proſtitute their 
| conſct- 
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conſciences to the baſe luſts of others. Inſomuch 
E thata man would think, when he reads the to- 
ries of ſome great Politicians lives, that the Di- 
| vel and they had ſtruck a bargain upon the terms 
'U which our' Saviour refuſed, Zeke 4.6. Al thes 
| power will 1 give thee, and the glory of theſe king- 
doms, for that ts delivered to me, and to whomſc- 
ever 1 Will, 1 giveit. If therefore thay wilt wor- 
frip me, all ſhall be thine. Or, that they had been 
bred with that great French Courtier, that choſe 
Ya part-in Paris, before a part in Paradi/e. Or, 
Laſtly, that they had learned thoſe Heathen Poli- 
ticks of 
FleGere fi nequeo ſaperos, Acheronta movebo ; 


V aro, reguſtatum digito terebrare ſalinum 
Contentus perages, fi vivere cum fove tend;s. 
How much better were it for men to keep Gods 
bigh-way tO greatneſs, which though it may ſeem 
he farther way abont to them that are in haſte,yet 
(conſidering, that be chat maketh haſte to be rich 


ard that they that purchaſe the whole world with 
the loſs of their ow» ſouls, get nothing, when a 
Wdying conſcience caſts up their accounts, Marth 
16, 26.) 1t is the nearer way by far, Eſpecially 
when we have Gods ſolemn engagement for it, 
that roſe that honor him, he will honer, and they 
that deſpiſe him ſoall be ſleightly eſteemed, 1 Sam. 
K+ ZOQ. | - 
Laſtly, (conſidering this great Truth) T can- 
ot but wonder at the ſpirit that thoſe men are 
f, who in ſuch changes, as fall out againſt the 


annot be innocent, as Solomon ſays, Prov. 2B, 20. | 
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[ther like Atheiſts then Chriſtians under them, 
| 1. Sometimes ina petat God himielf throw. 
ing off that mask of Religion, which they had 
hoped rnight have advantaged them , and becauſe 
this evil w from the Lord, they are reſolved to 
wait upon him no longer, like that wicked Prince, 
who is branded upon record for that ungodly re- 
\ ſolution, 2 King.6.33. How many have all age 
lof the Church known, who becauſe they could 
not obtain their defigned greatneſs, by profeſſion] 
of Orthodoxy and Ptety,have atrempted to reco- 
ver it by Apoſtacy and Perſecution ? 

2. And ſometimes in a furious and Diabolical 
rage, fuming aad foming againſt the Inſtruments 
cauſing or occaſioning them, How familiar a 
thins hath it been with our deboift Gallantry 


{in theſe late years, to drink healths to the con- 


fuſion of this party, and that party, to curie, and 
devote to the Divel ſuch and ſuch men, as the 
Authors or Promoters of thoſe events they 


Not confidering,that (25 we ſay): he Fox never 
fares better ther when he ts curſed; nor, that the 
worſt of men, in the worſt ations, do but mid- 
wife Gods fecret intendments: that the crucify- 
ing of the Lord of g/ory,was indeed the pre-erer- 
min'd coxnlel of Ged, AR. 4.28. though the {in 
of that wicked act were the guilt of rhoſe that 
acted therein : nor that their own fins impowe! 
thoſe Inftruments, that thus thwart their deſigns; 
and that when God makes ſuch changes, he dot 
it as a Fare. for the juſt piniſhment of thoſe 
whom he aflicts thereby. Which opens a-door to| 


the laſt branch of this laſt part ofthe Text, 
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Whence obſerve. | 
1ad T he greateſt changes in th: World are judicial 
uſe} | 6s of Goas Providence. Not meer atts of $o+ 
| veraignty, in which God acts by Prerogative, al-| 
ce, | chough it be his Prerogactive ſometimes {o to act. 
re-j | W hence (alchough God uſe arguments from this | 
ze | Prerogative, tO filence our cavils, in thoſe great 
ad | differences which he makes between one man and | 
on [another , eſpeciaily in relation to ſalvation and | ' 
of | damnation, wherein the Apoſtles anſwer hath 
| hitherto amons ſerious ard ſolid Chriſtians, been 
cal judged fatisfactory. ach not the Potter power 
nt | ver checluy, Kc. Hom. g. 12. Nay, and evenin 
r af | State: changes he makes ule of the ſame {;militude, 
try] | 7er.16.8. Yer,) he bath 2 ruleof Juſtice which he| 
wn commonly walks by in fuch dealings, and that 
ind | no: onely that ſerrrt will of his which rakes 
thef | chinss jutt, becauſe he wiils them ; 'bue alſo that | 
hey | revealed Law of FFigatcoutnels, which he hath laid 
down in his Word. $o that it may be truly aid, | 
ver |(as to us and our demerits) that no man loiech | 
the] | honor or eſtate, but he thac firli forfeits ic. If God . 
UG: caſt out the Canaanires, & bring [ral into tread [an 15 | 
ify- paron the necks of their r_ Kings, ic is when their j** , 
; OY Iniguities are fall, and 1 if God reject Sant, itis | Sam. 
lin} [becauſe he rejects God{ brit; and if he makes the | 5+ 26: | 
hat] | fons of El vile, it 1s becauſe ey made themſelves j1 Sam. 3. Þ 
wel | vi/e. and made his [acy: fice tobe abherred. And 13: | 
ns;Þ [even 7:6 himſelf (though he were a ſingular ex- | 
oth ample, and his abaſement was rather a de? cnto 
ole} | do him So0d, then a poniſament 10r any noto- 
0) |rious evil, yer) dares not piead his own tNnocen- 
4.4 CY, except in the par UCU;Ars *R chuich. his riends| 
M 2 | charge 
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If 1 have done iniquity, Iwill do ſo no more, Job 


| Rebrboam loſt ten Tribes for his Fathers fin, 


charged him withal, injuſtice and hypocriſie, 7-4 
I. 14, IS. . 

But _ cauſes of ſuch Judgments are not always 
diſcernable to others, no, nor (it may be } to the 
men themſelves, that are the ſubjeRts of them, 
Cory, godly) and therefore (even to Fob him- 
elf) it was good counſel that he ſhould fay to 
the Lord, Tat which 1 (ce not,teach thou me,and, 


34-31, 32. 

S; mer1mes, they are the fins of the firſt Foun- 
ders of a Family, that entail Forfeitures upon 
their poſterity : As inthe caſe of Zehx, who doing | 
C ods work with a ſpirit of private revenge, cuts 
off the ſucceſlion from his line after four senera- 
tions, 2 Kings 10 30, H:[.1.9v,4. 

And in the caſe of /b»-fzeth, whoſe Title to 
the Crown of //rael! Sax! forfeited, it may be 
before he was born, at leaſt before he poſſeſſed 
it. 

Sometimes, the ſins of an immediate Parent, 
and he godly too, as inthe caſe of E7i and his 
poſterity, may entail an affliction. So in the caſe 
of Solomon and his poſterity, the Kings of 7xdah. 


I K:ing.11.31, 
Sometimes it 1s for the ſins of the people, upon 
whom ſuch changes have an influence. As when. 
God faith in Hef.: 3.11. 1have given them Kings 
in mine anger, and have taken them away in my 


wrath. See alſo 1/4.3-1,2,3,4-. 
And (in my judgement) this very conſiderati- 


ment, 


on ſhould move all perſons under any — 
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| ment, to lay ont their utmoſt intereſts and abili- 
s| | | ties for God. The wheel of providence is per-| 

. petually turning the higheſt ſpokes will quickly 
be lower. He that put down ſome for male-ad- 
miniſtration, will (as hecan) put down you, if 
; you adminiſter the affairs you are intruſted with- 
all as they did. 

Surely David had often ſuch thoughts. If Saxl 
were caſt off, becauſe he ſpared where God bade 
him ftrike, becauſe he permitted wickedneſs to 
range unbridled over the Nation, and to lift up 
| | |:he horn on high , God will lay meafide too, if 1 
) follow his ſteps Therefore / will /ay. &c. 

It is that that concerns moſt of us feriouſly to 
| | | conſider. 
| As for the eMinzitry, God hath poured con- 
| | | tempt upon them in an abundant meaſure, and 
| truly, conſidering what a company of ignorant, 
| 4 | ſordid, ſottiſh, lazy, Popiſh fellows, walk up and 
down in the garb of that profeſlion, I wonder 
;| | | chat errour, and facriledge, have proceeded no 
farther againſt them then they have. Can any 
| expe&t, but God ſhould forſake his Sanctuary, | 
when the Prieſts make his Sacrifices to be abhor- 
| fred ? 
| For my part, Iam as zealous for the Calling 
| | | and Maintenance of the Miniſtry of Eng/and, as 
| | | any that hears me can be. | But I deſire thoſe of 
my brethren here preſent this day, to be perſwa- 
| ded, that whatever contempt hath been or may be 
poured upon that Reverend Calling, ſome of 
| | [their own profeſſion have occaſionally been 
| guilty of procuring to themſelves, and the Pro- 
Ifeſlion it ſelf, ' 


| 


held 
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| e. ſhall be lightly eff. emed, Have you not di- 


ih. EL—— 


— 
—_— 


And as for the Gentcy, I believe there is ſcarce 
2 Noble Family im the whole Nation at this time, | 
bur God hath, during thele laſt croubles brought 
ander fome diſparagement, or diminution, or| 
both. 
For my part, Ican fay from my heart, that] 
have not a levelling ſpirit, and 1] think ita fad 
Judgement to a people, when they that were 
Monght repin ſea le: eg, Lam.4.. 5. 
Cod preſerve civil Giſtin&ions in Erg/and, 
Bur, O that God would give them hearts to 
conſider the juitice of his proceedings, in the ſe- 
-erity of his dealins with them, and to examine 
|:temſeives concerning the cauſe of it, Shall 1 help 
you a little to tiade it out? Look upon the creat 
C «artery, the Scripruve-Patont, by waich (as to; 
God)all men hold their honors, 1.347:.2.30.Thoſe| 
bat honor me, 1 will þ:nor ; and they that deſpiſe 


honored God the more, for the power he hath 
I3iven you above others? God Fay brought No- 
hy ity and Gentry low in Z»gi2«, and if they 
walk in thefins of their Families, which common- 
ly have been, and yer are in moſt places, ( a few 
onely excepted) Pride, wartonneſs, drunkenneſs, 
Vearing, gaming, ard all maner of debauchery ; 
.ppreſſing their poor neighbors and Tenants, Simo- 
niacal & Sacrilegions encroachment upon Church- 
maintenance, juyned With contempt of Goa, hts 
Aniſters, and Ordinarces ; let them be aſſured 


God will bring them lower: he will reverſe their| 
Eſcucheons , break their ſv ords,and cut off their 
ſpurs, and bring ſuch a rotinto their families,that 
cheir dwelling places ſhall know them no more. | | 
Your | 


res, 


—_ 
=—_— —. .- 
». 
* 
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{ letall the Titles in the world go for me. 


| 


| 
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Your hearts are ready to ſay (I know) as they 
did, when Chriſt cold them, God would rake «-| 
way hu vineyard from tim, and ttt it ont to othe» 
huib.-ndmen , God forbid. And fog my part, ] 

hearcily joyn with you in that Prayer, ſo Gods} 
Honor and his Truth may be ſaved ; otherwiſe, | 
Better 
the pride of mans g/ory ſhould be ſtained, then 
God any way diſparaged. For a remedy of theſe 
evils, I beſeech you, (Sirs) let my counſel be ac- 
cepted of you. For Gods fake, and your own,and | 
your poſterities ſake, Get the tre knowledge and 
the fear of God into your Families ; do not main- 
tain a company of Rujf--ns, Drankards, Swearers, 
and unclean wreiches in your Livery, uſe them to 
Reading, Prayer, Repetition of Sermons, thoſe con- 
temued exerciſes of true and real podlineſs ; ride 
abroad, and encourage honeſt LeAtures, and bring 
your Tenants inby y:ur example who ſeldom gu to 
Heaven or Hell, but as their Land- loras lead them; | 
Get Bibles and Catechiſms, and Books ef Pratli= 
cal Divinity, as Perkins, Preſton, Reyno!ds, Sibs, 
Bolton, Greenham, &c. into your houſes, in ſtead 
of Cards and Dice,and Tables ; reſtore (if it be to 
be known) what Sacrilegious bits any of your An 

ceftors have devoured; give more to a goaly 0t- 
niſter to maintain him,then to a drun k:n Hunt(man 
or Faulkoner , let net the Geſpel be cheaper to you 
then your pleaſures. T hink not leſs Religion Will 
carry arich Gentleman to Heaver, then a poor 1a- 
berer. Nay, 1 tell you he had need of more, if Chriſt 
may be believed, Mat. 19. 24. 1t & eaſier (faith 
he)-for a Camel to go threugh the eye of a neeale, 


then for a rich man to enter into the Kingaom of 
| M4. If 


he Firſt-fruits 4 


Judge 
Atkins, 


2 ,0r.9.1 


i] 2 Cor.8.24 


If I am plainer with you then you defire, | 


pray forgive me this wrong , ſeeing I doe it for 
your good. 

My Apology for itis that of Salzft, when he 
had ript open the vices of his times, Bonwm nulla 
watio ledere pateft; quippe vera, neceſſe eſt bene 
prdiecer, falſam illims vita moreſque facile ſupe- 
rant, 

And now the Publick Solemnity of this dayes 
meeting , calls for ſome particular addreſſes to 
thoſe for whoſe ſake I was called hither. And 
they ſhall be very brief, becauſe I am loath to be 
your hinderance from your publick buſineſles. 


And firſt of all my bulineſſe is to you, 2 | 


Lord concerning whom , though Jam a ſtranger 
to your face and acquaintance, yet the reputation 
you have among good men, where you are moſt 
known, emboldens me to ſay as the Apoſtle Par! 
in another caſe concerning the Corznthians, that 
your forwardneſſe of mind is ſuch, that it is /ome- 
thing ſuperfluous for me to exhort you : and let 
me add(from him alſo)thus much,thatI hope you 
will pew the proofe of your love to Religion and Ju- 
ſtice,and of our boaſting ox your behalf. Only I 
befeech you to = me leave faithfully to repre- 
ſent to you the ſlate of the Country you have now 
to do withall , that ſo your ferward mind may 
have ſufficient matter to work upon. 


And firſt of all,(my Lord)as to Religion, know| 


not what we are; I am ſure very few of us are what 
we ſhould be. But for this little Town, where 
your preſent imployment lies, I ſpeak my 
thoughts freely, without ſpleen, or paſſion, that 


I 


I verily perſwade my ſelf, ifall Ang aſtines, and | 
| EZ pi- f 


Et. 


— 
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Epiphanins's Catalogues of Hereſies were loſt, and 
all other ancient and modern Records in that 
{|kind, yet it were no hard matter to reſtore them 


with conſiderable enlargements from hence. We 
have Anabaptiſme, Familiſme, Socinianiſme, Pe- 


what not ? ) and the Divel is ſerved in Heterodox 
Aſſemblies as frequently as God in ours. * There 
is one of the moſt eminent Church-Livings in this 
County poſſeſſed by a blaſphemer; and one in 
whoſe houſe, oelieve here be ſome can teſtifie,the 
Divel is viſibly as familiar, as one of the family. 


| and ſhall the hor»s of theſe beaſts never be pared 


off by the Civil Magiſtrate > My Lord, I beſeech 
you act, (1 know you will) to theuttermoſt of 
your power to reſtrain theſe unruly beaſts, and 
where you want power, repreſent that want to 
thoſe that can beſtow it, and] hope by this time 
they ſee need enough to do ſo themſelves. 

As for Civil Afﬀaires, we have ( bleſſed bee 
God) ſome amons us, that would be zealous and 
faithful in the Offices they are intruſted withall , 
if they might be born out in ſo doing. We had 
the laſt Year a few ative Officers, and no lefle 
then three or four vexatious ſuits, and ſome of 
them(it may be)may come before your Lordſhip 
this Aſſizes, commenced againſt them by notori- 
| ous offenders, for pretended irregularity in ſome 
circumſtances. ._ - | 
My Lord, you have one ſuite before you (at 
the leaſt ) from the iſſue whereof the whole 
Country will colle& whether they may dare to do 
Juſtice, or no. Surely, if Humane Law-givers 
be like the Divine, no man ſhould be puni- 


ſhed 


lagianiſme, Raunting, and now Quaking too (and| 


* Since. | 
eje&ed "Id 
concerne  Þ 
ing whom] 
there is 
lately a 
publick ac+.\, 
count gl» 
yen upon 
the evi- _ 
dence of 
ſundry 
Oaths, as |? 
to both 
parts of | 
this 4 
Charge, & 
that in 
Print, by a 
faithful _ 
hand. See 
DaeamoniumF 
meridia 
num, 


———— — 
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[I Neh. : 3. 


11,17, 25. 


; ſhed for too much zeal in the execution of the 


Law. 


dent among us, then it was in Saint Pazls time. 
And for Sabbach-breakers , would God we 


on them too. Iam in hope, a word from your 
Lordſhip wouid do much towards the execution 
of thoſe Acts and Ordinances that concern thar 
buſineſs. Here be inſolent Robbers about che 


Town, but hath been aſſaulted, or threatned at 
leaſt,and (*tis ſaid there is a (orporar ion of them. 


the Hang-mans Corporation, for a terror to 0- 
thers, 
As for you Gentleme», that are of the Com- 


| 7://10u8 of the peace, I do ſomewhat pleaſe my 
ſelf, that T can now call the moſt of you confi- | 


dently by that name, We were like.to have had 
(not long ſince) a Lin/ej-wolſty Heterogeneous 
Bench, ſuch asthe Medley -Conſtitation of thoſe 
times would allow. And indeed it was not to be 
expected, but that thoſe that endeayored the ex- 
tirpation of the Miniſtery, to ſet up feroboams 
Prieſts, ſhould diſcard the Gentry, and fill their 


ſame ſtuff, the meaneſt of the people. 
(Though I would not hereby diſparage thoſe 


| whoſe known worth makes them eſteemed 


\ 


had Magiſtrates amons us of Nehemiahs temper, 
that would contend wich them, and lay hands up- |} 


1 


My Lord, Drunkenneſs is grown mors impu- | 


And our Othcers dare not meddle with a Geztle- | 
man Druykard, tor fear of an Action of Battery. | 


| Countrey, almoſt every where ; ſcarcea Gentle- | 
mans, or other able mans houſe round about this 


I hope Juſtice will make ſome of them free of 


ſeats with fobn of Leydons Dakes, both of the 


in 
the | 


\ Willkad 


xm, wy my ep 7 
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theCountrey,who have che thing which frſt Save 
Nobility; andare as fit to begin a line of Ho- 
nor to be continued to their poſterity, as thoſe 
from whom our preſent Gentry deſcend. But] 
conceive, that ſuch mixtnres, except very ſpa- 
ringly made, and that upan weighty conſidera- 
tions, much prejudice the eſteem of Authority to 
the people.) | 

I beſeech you, honored Sirs, do not think it e- 
nough to appear upon the Bench at Afſizes, and | 
general Setlions, but appoint frequent and ftand- 
ins Privy Seiltons, to rectifie publick diſorders in 
the Countrey upon the place, to put down Ale- 
heuſer, the Div«ls Unwverſuies, where men pro= 
ceed Graduates inall maner of wickedneſs; to 
ſuppreſs Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Sabbath-break- | 
ins: and when inferior Officers preſent ſuch of- 
fenders before yon, do not tell them by your 
{l:ght entertainment of them, that you are of 

«lity*s nitnde, and care for none of thoſe things, 

I have heard ſome Officers complain of late, 
that they are diſcouraged in that part of their 
office: they are zealous in taking hold of ſuch 
offenders, and when they come to the Juſtice, he 
refeaſeth them. He that (having your power) 
does not cut off theſe Offenders forns , wears 
them, yea, and will puſh with them alſo in time 
Inever knew any Magiſtrate indulging any lin, | 
but either he was guilty of it himſelf, or more 
then ordinarily inclined to it, had he ſuitable op- 
portunity. 

And you Grand Inqueſi-mey, Tam ſomewhat 
1Snorant of your particular Fun&tion, but I con- 
Is one main part of your buſineſs 1s, to make| 
| pre- 


| 


q 
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_ preſentment of thoſe grievances, wherein the 


Countrey whom you repreſent, needs redrefle. 
And I hope you will not forget two things , 
which I think-to be of great concernment : the 
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one is, want of Charch-Governmenr , without | 


which, Civil Government cannot be long pre- 
ſerved ina Chriſtian Common-wealth. Church- 
levelling, and State-levelling, are twins; onely 
(like fac+b and E/an ) the one rough and hairy, 
and not fo apt to be dandled and made much of 
by the Magiſtrate, who uſually is tender in ſuch 
things as concern publick peace, but the other a 
more ſweet babe , which under the notion of ten- 
derneſle of Confcience., and Chriſtian Liberty, 
hath been the fondling of former Governors, 
until it had almoſt proved a facob a Supplanter 
indeed, by exchangins the vesce of Faceb, for the 
hands of Eſau. 

The other is, Liberty of Prophecying, through 
the indulgence of former Powers, grown to ſuch 
an height, that every whipping-boy, when he 
hath gotten an Heretical notion or two by the 
end, hath impudence enoughto intrude into any 


ſouls into corners, and infe&t them there with- 
out control, And ſome of them, though they u- 
 ſurp the place of the Clergy, yet if they ſhould fall 
inco your hands, would not be capable of the 
priviledge of the Clergy; and hang, for: not being 
able to read. . 
Friends, for Gods ſake, for the Goſpels ſake, 


ſake, ſome of whom are in perpetual danger of 


Pulpit to vent it; or elſe to draw aſide poor filly | 


Fw, PF Q  —»> 6 6&5 -& Fy9 


for your poor ſouls ſake, for your near relations | 


being poiſoned: Tell your ſuperiours,as the voice | 
of 


— 


<a 


eſs T oleration- 


flcth rhe righteous, and h. that acquitteth the wick- 


| oneto ſpeak, and of another to hold their peace, 
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County,that nothing is ſo intolerable, as a bound- 


You of 40th 7#ries,take heed to your Oaths and 
Conſciences, and remember that he that condemy- 


ed, are both an abomination to the Loxd, If any 
filly Catrel come before you, do not gratifie a 
malicious proſecutor, by ſaying their eares are 
horns ,, but where you find horns indeed, and thoſe 
lifted #p, and ſuch as have uſed to paſs in time 
paſt, you know the Law of God as well as man, 
allows you to return ſuch gai/ty. 

I had almoſt forgotten you, Gentlemey of the 
Gow», and it is wonder I ſhould, when I ſpoke 
of Levelling. IT honour your Profeſſion, and 
therefore I will preſume to adventure a little good 
counſel to your acceptance, without any other 
fee, then the teſtimony of a good (ox/cience, in 
the diſcharge of my duty.. You know that Law 
is the Saxttary of afree ſubjet, for Gods ſake, 
do not you be guilty of curning it into an [#- 
qu1/111-7-h:#ſe, where poor mens caſesare ſo long 
ſtretched out upon the rack of needleſle delayes , 
till both their purſe-ſtrings, and heart-ſtrings 
crack. Surely, there is an evil report abroad, 
concerning ſome of you, that you betray the 
previledoes of this Santnuary; which makes many 
an honeſt man rather run all hazards, then flye 
thither for refuge. *Its {:1d, ſome of you are like 


indenced Pictures, which if you look on them} - 


ſeveral wayes, preſent you with ſeveral fazes in 


of all that love the welfare of  Iermſalew in the | 


one Table ; ſuch as can take on both hands, of} - 


Props Þ 


| 
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or - (asbad) to o ſay nothing to the purpoſe. As 
Jaries ſhou}d not by verdi&, ſo neither ſhould |] 
Lawyers by pleading, turn cars into hoy 3s, and 
horns 1nto ears, repreſent a man, or cauſe other- 
wiſe then they : are, 

I know not to whom to recommend the car: 
of the Prz/oz but to you all. I know it is the 
Sheriffs Priſon, but I know not how far his power 
extends in the things that Tam to move in order 
to its reformation At moſt, Sheriffs are annual, 
and can take order bur for their year, bur you, 
my Lord, and the Bench, may reform for perpe- 
cuity. 

For my part, I look upon Goals, as they are 
uſually ; furniſhed with _— as Houſes of 1- 
feftion and loſneſs, rather then houfes (as they 
ſhould be) of -orrefion and reſtraint. I aſſure 
you, it hath ſadded my foul ro hear, when I have 
come 1n and Out to {ve 2rifoners, the poor Fe- 
lons in the Pungeon ranting and roari ing, as if 
they were reſolved to walk by y the Epicures prin- 
ciples, Let 72 eat and arink, for 10 m0rr0w We hall 
die. And I fear ſcarce any one comes within' 
thoſe walls, but he is made tex times more rhe 
childe of che D:w+) then te was before. O that you, 

my Lord andrhe Bench. would take ſome courſe! 
that choſe poor Creatures that have not long to 
live, may bemade tic to die, that they might be! 
Catechized and Preached ro. I hear there are 
places where the Prifons have a Preacher appoint-| 
ed andallowed upon the Sheriffs accounts. For 


God ſake, my Lord,” and Gentlemen, let ſome- 
cthins be done herein, that thoſe you condemn to 


| the Gallows, Pony not b: {cnt to the D:we/ too. 


Laſtly 


of Davids Government. 


5 


|ſo much money pickt ont of his purſe, and it may 


| 7 udge of Zadges, as well as K wg of Kings, and 
Judgement, that ſo (to clote my Sermon with the | 


| may be cut off, but the horns of the righteous may 


with the Court, look to it, take heed of malice, 


one another, iffor trifles, let fall your ſuits, the 
charges you put any one to ina vexatious ſuit, is 


be ſo much neceſlary ſuſtenance pluckt out of his 
poor wives and childrens bellies; if for matters 
of moment, and your caule be juſt, yet uſe mer- 
cy, charity, and moderation. 

Laſtly, let us all beſeech the Lord, who is the 
Lord of Lerds, that he will be with ours in the} 
cloſe of my Plalm) All the horns of the wicked 


be exalted. 


perjury, and revenge. You that goto Law with | 


_ Laſtly, you of the Conntrey, that have buſineſs, 
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AVID and Mephiboſteth 


on the one ſide - 
AND 
ur Gracious Sovereigss 


-CHARLS,andhzs loving Sibje ;, 


on the Other, 
Ser forthin 


SERMON PREACHED 


at All-S 4ints Churehin Northampton, Jun.2$.1660, 

| | BEING - WEE 

The Day appointed for Sglemn Thenkogiving -fof 
Rorar MaijzsTIus happy Reſtit TD. 


Es a ES EN 


TERS Sib FI oi rite <ibone ps 


To the Honourable 


Sir Henry Telverton Baronet, and 
Fobn Crew Eſquire, 
Elected Kyights to ſerve for the 


 Connty of Northampton in this preſent Parliament. 


Noble and Honoured Gentlemen, 
a3 Aving firſt preached, and 
1 after preaching veene by 
2 divers judicious Per- 


ſons of my Auditory vehement- 
ly ſollited, - print 71s Sermon ; 


IT bave beene over-prevailed with- 
all, to oratifie their defires,a/though 
I am conſtrous that there 1s hittle im 1t,, be- 


/ides thc happineſs of the Parallell 


between King Davids,a7ourmoſt 


gracious Sovercigns Reſtituti- 
ON, 70 commend it t0 any judicious Rea- | 
2 aer. 


The EpiſtUe Dedicatory. 


der. And fo much the rather, becauſe I 
flatter my ſelf with ſome hopes, that thuſe 
zo whom the Royal part of the Paral- 
lel may be acceprable for its patneſs 
to the Seaſon; wil! be prijwaded to 
vouchſafe the like candid reception to the 
Loyal part of itfor :t5 ſutableneſs 
to the diſpoſition of every good 

Subject wn ſuch a feaſon. 
And when I had thus conſented to its 
Publication, tt could not rattnally be 
a matter of much diſpute unto me to whom 
to dedicate 7t ;wben 1 confidered, that 
(befides the relation you have to that 
County mhere1t was preached)your 
preſent Intereſt in that Parliament, 
which hath grven us the occaſion of 
that Joy, which begat the Meditati- 
| Ons bere expreſſed; and your known 
£ Loy- 


' ſome, ard the curious Readers, 


P——_—_ 


The Epiſtle Deduanry, 


Loyalty 't9 ozr gracious Sove= 
reign,nſomany eminent ſervices 
(of late eſpecially) manifeſted, to your 
greateſt hazard of lives andeſtates, to-. 
gether with awers perſonal obliga- 
tions;mght juſtly challenge at my hangs 
a far greater teſtimony of honor 
and reſpect,than this can amount unto. 
T therfore humbly requeſt you to permit 
this (lender Prece of mine,to flyup and down 
the Nation under the ſhelter of your 
noble Names; and to indulge,and ex- 
cuſe whatever errors or weakneſles 
you may diſcover mit. T am conſcious of = 


Ceſpecially confidering the different 
Tempers of theſe Times) 1t 15 hkely 
maj fndmore. But,T hope,this excuſe 
(which it bath from its own Theme 


& &;- and 


—_— 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


and Argument) will ſecure it from a- 
ny hard cenſure among candid per- 
ſons,and Loyal Subjects ; 7hat zn 
ſuch a ſeaſon mwherem every body 
throngs nt the Preſs to expreſs a 
loyal Gratitude,my lame Mephi- 
boſherh put himſelf forward im the 
croud upon the ſame account. And it 
cannot but be a pleaſing ſight to thaſe who 
truly affett his Sacred Majeſiy, to ſee” 
Loyalty even creeping and crawl- 
ing out, to meet our David, when it 
canot march in equal pace andequi- 
page mth others, who have ſtronger 
limbs, 4a: better furniture. . And 
now, That the God of wiſdom and 
counſel may guide all your con- 
{ultations, mt ayes of healing 
to the Nation 7 general, and 
relief 


_—_ 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 


relief to al honeſt Mephibo- 
ſheths  ſpecral, thouſands of whom, 
without the interpoſition of his Maje=- 
{ties royal tenderneſs, and your 
concurrent moderation 7 qual! 
fie the extremities of Law , are 17 
danger to loſe far more,than Mephi- 
boſheths proportion, y that very 
Promidence,which their hearts as much = 
defired, and their hands as much 
_ contributed zo effe#, as any whatſoe- 
ver to the utter rune of themſelves, 
and their Families,and the irrepara- 
ble loſs of the Church of God, 
and the Proteſtant Cauſe: ſhall be 
the prayer of 


Honoured Gentlemen, HiMajeſties weft loyal SubjeR, 
and your moſt affettionate Servant, 


S mon Ford, 


Errata, Pag.11, k15.r.might, if. P.30.1.8, I.divers Words. 
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\ Loyall Subjects Exultation 


FOR THE 
© RoyallExiles Reſtauration. 


— 


2 SAM. 19. 3O. 
And Mephibaſbeth ſaid to the King, Tea, let him take 
all, foraſmuch as my Lord the King is come again 
in peace to his own houſe. pn, 


&2 


& His whole Chapter which is the 
Y 2uarry whence I have taken the 
Be Stone which I1_intend to lay as 
{2k the foundation of this dayes diſ- 

> Ccoutle, is {o notably ſuited in 
d } moſt of the conſiderable paſſa- 
_ =Y 9 pes of it, tothe late occurrences 

' ' of Gods gracioms providence 1n the reſtitution of our 
gracious Soveraign, that it is a matter of greateſt 
wonder to me, to obſerve how exaQly the two Hifto- 
ries run parallell, Inſomuch that it were no hard 
matter for an 7ngeniows phancy, by altering the 
Names of David, Abſalom, Foab, Abiſhai, Zadock, 
Abiathar, Shime, Ziba, Is I Fordan,8&Cc. 
mito 


The occaſion 
of this diſ- 
courſe. 


"The L oyall Subjedts Exultation 


——QQ_ 


re e——ecn_——__— 


into others proper to our late affairs, to inſert wey- 
batim the greateſt part of the Chapter into a Chronicle 
of theſe Times. Thus hath God by his wonderfull 
providence, to the aſtoniſhment of all the world, 
acted over this part of David's Hiſtory again, in 
reference untc our gracious Soveraign King Charles ; 
as if he would put it beyond diſpute or doubt, that 
David Vumielf the man aftcr Gods ewn heart, had not 
a larger ſh::e in that heart, than he. ; 

Difference Nay, give me leave to ſay, that in divers very 

Coke his "> remarkable circumſtances, our Sacred Soveraign, in 

ſtirurion and This eEminerit turn of affairs, hath received certain 

King Davids. (Grpall aggravations of the mercy vouchſated him, 
beyond David, As(1.) in reſpect of difficulties, ob- 

; ſtrufting the return of both. 
(1.) Inthe TI». That David was driven out of his Kingdom by 


ijficutrics 0=- gg Uiurper onely ; fo that with the death of that 
ſirucing the 


| one andthe 07s the quarrell was atan end: bt our Soveraigns 


cher, __ Royal ſeat was uſurped by a Devill whole name was 
Legion; fothat no fooner was one uſurpers power 
laid in the duſt, bur there were preſently ſtarted mew 

( and thole pawertull ) pretenders to take it up. - 
2, That David, was excluded only in his own 
perſon, not in his whole family, and Royal office 
£00 : bur our Uſurpers, did notonly baniſh the Kzye, 
but all his family, and the very office of King- 

ſhip too. : 

3+ That David though he were baniſhed from 

Feruſalem, and his Royall Mayſion, yet was nor 
wholly driven out of his Territories : but our Royall 
Severarign, Was wholly ſtripped of all his Dominions, 
and baniſhed into forraign Lands, and there, by the 
_ ; os malice 


I he —— F 
————— 
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for the Rojall Exiles Reſtanration. 


3 


malice of his perſecutors, hunted, from place to 
place ( as David formerly was, when $a! purſued 
him ) like a Partridg upon the monntains, 

4. That Davids bamiſhwment ( in all probability ) 
was not as many weeks, as our SOVeraigns was years, 
( for if ithid, Mephibeſherh had been in a naſty pickle 
at his retuin, feeing rhe Holy Ghoft tells us, he had 
not foe much 5 waſhed his cloathes, from the day the 
King departed to that day,) and by conſequence this 
mercy 72 .onr Soverargs atter twelve years baniſhment, 
vaſtly exceeds Davids, 

5. And ( conlequently from hence) it is plain, 
that Abſalom and his contederates could not have 
that time, and thoſe advantages to mould and modell 
a party at home, and'confirm them by Honours, and 
Eſtates; and oblige them to a mixture of Intereſts ; 
and ſtrengthen themſelves by confederacies abroad : 
but with ovr Soveraign the caſe was far otherwiſe, 
thoſe. who expelled him, had time enough to pur- 
chaſe themſelves friends, by dividing his Inheritance, 
and the ſpoyls of the Nation among them; and to 

mix Intereſts with forraiga Princes,by Embaſſies,and 
correſpondencies, 
 - And therefore from all theſe, ( and divers other 
ſuch circumſtances which might bealledged ) the re- 
 ſtirution of our Royall Soverargn, appears to, have 
been a matter of far greater difficulty than Davids 
Was. 

(2.) In reſpect of the way aud manner of effecting 
the work. | 

I, David was reduced by the power of an Army 
raiſed by hims for his own defence: onr Soveraign y 

: | 7; Dx © the 


— 


1 Sam. 26.29, 


verſ.24, of this 
Chapter. 


(2.) Inthe 
way and man- 
n:r of effeGing 
both, 


The Lojall Subjetts F xultation 


Orher diffe* 
rences wiſhed. 


the power of an Army raiſed againit him, and won- 
derfully overpowered into a ſubſerviency to thoſe at- 
tempts, which honeſt Patriots made tor his revo- 
CatiON. 

2. David was reduced by a battell, and that very 
bloody, which ended in the deſtruction of his compe- 
titor, and his forces: our Soveraign is recalled by 
Parctament, and reletled in the royal Throne without 
a blow-ſtriking, or a bloody-neſe (as welay,) which 
is 2 very eminent amplification of the mercy, as you 
will ſee more anon. | 

Thus have you ſeen ſomething of the parallell 
opened before you, and therein may eaſily perceive, 
that, in point of »#2rcy, and miracle, King Davids re- 
ſtitutton came ſhort of King Charles's. 

And I humbly begge at the hands of God, that 
the diſparity may yet farther appear, in theſe two 
things more, for the future. 

I. That bs Rojall Majefty, may have none of 
Davids Sychophants about him ; nor Sonnes of Zer- 
viah to inflame his ſoft and mercifall diſpoſition mto 
unſeaſonable exaſperations againſt thoſe, whom the 


ſenſe of their own miſcarriages, the conſcience of their 


duty, and aſſurance of his Royal! goodnefs, proftrates 
at his feet. No Ziba's to ſteal away his heart by 
miſinformations and miſrepreſentations from hoxe## 
Mephiboſheths, who ( whatever their intentions may 
be miſconſtrued into) have ſuffered more in his ex- 
ilement, and done more for his enthronement, than all 
the debauched Hefors, and fawning Paraſites in the 
Land: or engage his Royal Prerogative to Adts of 
Injuſftice, tor the ſatisfaction of their own avarice and 
revenee, | 2, Thit 


A— 
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2, That there may be no Sheba to blow a Trumpet 
of Rebellion to any party, whom either the ſuppoled 
inequality of favours, or diſappointment of expetta- 
7101s, Or xmulous balancing of deſerts, may inflame 
into diſcontezts and diſtempers. To prevent all 


which miſchiets, Thave choſen ( God, I hope, dire- | 


&ing my {pirit 1n the choice) this remarkable Text 
to thei us all, how Loyalty ſhould be aff:&ed in ſuch 
an eminent and wonderfull Turn as this, in the ex- 
_ ample of one, who deſerved as highly from: bis return- 
ing Prince 45 axy, though he fared as cenyſely; and 
yet crawles out as forwardly, to meet him, and wel- 
comes him home as heartily as any. x 

And Mephiboſheth [aid unto the King, yea, let him 
take all, foras(much as my Lord the King i come again 
to his own houſe in peace, 

Which words preſent us with | 

I. A Royall Exiles Reſtauration; David the Kine 
returning to Feruſalem in peace. 

2, A Loyall Subjects congratulatory Exultation 
Mephiboſheth ſaid, My Lord the King & come 
again,&tc, - 

3- An hearty and affectionate demonſtration of 
the reality and unteignedne(s of this Exulta- 
tion ; Tea, let him take all, foraſmagh as my 
Lord the King i come again,&Cc, | 

Upon all which, I ſhall frf# give you ſome 

[bort deſcants, as they relate to the caſe of Da- 
vid and: Mephivoſbeth, or a returning King and a 
congratulating Subject : and then apply chem to 
the caſe in hand, the parallel providence and du- 


ty of thu day. 
ths = Su. x. And 


The Text di- 
vided. 


———_@__* 


T, he Loyall Subjects Exnltation 


Part I. 


Plal.235.c. 


1. And firſt, of the firff Part, | The Royal 
Exiles reffauration, ] It was not long fince (pro- 
bably not many dayes) that Abſalom and his 
complices had committed a double rape, upon the 
royal Throne, and the royal Bed of King David : 
and the giddy multitude had from all parts of 
the Nation by Arms and Addreſſes, contributed 
to ſettle him in his uſurpation, King David 
was enforced to quit- the Cry, and pull down hs 
ſails, and {in a place of ſafety) to weather out 
the preſent ſtorm, Little did he think, when he 
went forth weeping, chap. 15. 30, that he ſhould 
ſo ſoon have returned with joy: that thoſe who 
had ſo unjuſtly cafft him out, ſhould fo quickly be 
ſo forward in a loyall contention, which of them 
ſhould contribute moſt to. the bringing of him 
home again: that even Shimei himſelf, who had 
tollowed him in his departure, with all the curſes 


' which a virulent tongue could utter, ſhould fo 


{oon change his note, and cry peccavi, and begg 
his pardon. | 

And will you know how all this comes to 
paſs 2 -To omit the influence which the victory 
gained againſt Abſalom in the preceding Chapter, had 
upon the multitude, who uſually are directed in their 
Hoſawnahs, and Crucifiges by f{ucceis : as allo the 
policies uſed by David to incline the people of Fudah, 
to recall him again, {whereot you have an account 
Ferſ. 11, 12, 13, 14) as being at beſt but ſecundary 
cauſes : without all queſtion, there was a remarkable 
hand of God in the managery of this buſineſs, which 
enabled 4maſa the Generall of the contrary part, to 
- | | ' bring 


\ 


for the Royall Exiles Reſtauration. 
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bring off all the people with fo unanimous 'a conſent, 
as it they had been all but oe wan, to invite the 
King back again, and bow their hearts at his fee!. 
Vat. I4, 

Thus doth providerce daily exerciſe its prerogative 


- in the world, turning the whee/, upon which the 


Jer.184- 


greateſt concernments of Nations are wrought, aC-- 


cording as1t pleaſeth that God, who ruleth in the 
Kinrgdemes of men, and giveth them to whomſoever he 
will, Dan. 4.25. He breaks their weſſels' of honour, 
and makesthem up again,. ina more glorious form 
than they had before: he brings down the hich tree; 


aud cxalteth the low tree, he ayies up the green tree, - 


and makes the dry tree to flouriſh, Ezek,17.24. Some- 
times he powreth contempt apon Princes, ard cauſeth 
them (4s David in the preceding Chapters) to wan- 
der in the wilderneſs, Pial.107,40. And anon again 
ſubdueth their people under them, and gives great de- 
liverance to his Kings, and ſheweth mercy to his an- 
pointed, (even tothis very David and hx ſeed) as 
Pſal.18.47. to 50. he acknowledgeth, 

Which providence as it ſhould a:aze us, ſo ſhould 
it alſo reach us this leſlon, 

That juſs Authority however depreſſed for a ſeaſon, 
uſually recovers and gets up again - and unjuſt uſurpa- 
tion however high and ſuccesfull for a while, [eldome 
holds ent long againſt a righteous Title. . 

Ot which amongſt many other that might be gi- 
ven, you may take theſe Reaſons. | | 

1. That certainly, (whatever atheifticall -Polrtici- 
ans think,) the divixe providence doth in a fpeciall 
manner intereſt it {elf in the Casſes and 2uarrells of 

| Soveraign 
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Soveraign Princes; as it xconcerns him more nearly 
than any other, to ftand'/by thole who are deputed 
and commiſſioned by himſelf. 

Andindeed {except where ſome notorious provo- 

cations-1na-Prince, or his Family, prevail with him 
to take away his Commiſſion) common obſervation 
furniſheth the world with fo trequent examples of di- 
vine Juſtice in this kind, that tew obſerving men 
there are, but have faith enough to foreſee a Tyrants 
ruine in his riſe, from what hath ſo often been for- 
merly (cen, Had Zimri peace who ſlew his Maſter ? 
was (it ſeems by 2 K1zg.9. 31.) grown proverbial 
among the 7ſraelites, and objected to Fehy upon that 
account by Fezabel, as a prognoſtication' of his 
TFHINEC. 

2. There is alſo another Reaſon to be deduced ex 
Baturi rei,trom the very conſtitution of all uſurpation 
it ſelf, For as in all bodily diſtempers there is a certain 
2x or pitch, whereunto when the inflamed humours 
are elevated, the diſeaſe ſpeedily comes to a Criſis, 
and afterwards declines and ſpends it ſelf by degrees 
of recefie anſwerable to thoſe of its former acceſs: ſo 
is it in the body polirick, thole humours which being 
inflamed, kindle it into inſurreQions and rebellions, 
waſt themſelves again (of courſe) by degrees, after 
they have arrived at that pztch, to which the «t- 
moſt attivity of thoſe Bontefeus that raiſed them can 
elewate them, and Gods wiſdome thinks fit. to ſuffer 
them to be raiſed. | 

3+ There is ſomething of reaſon alſo to be drawn 
from that ſecret indignation which people generally 
conceive againſt uſurped powers ; upon account 

, whereof, 
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whereof ( though they be never ſo much courted, 


and flattered, and that by the moſt noble and obliging 
actions, yet) they trequently remember, that they 
have not their ows riders , and ſecretly wiſh them 
wunhorſed, yea, and frequently will attempt it upon 
every advantage, The mary headed beaſt will not pa- 
tiently be beſtrid by any, but its own maſter 5 Bu- 
cephalus-like, who would never {uffer any to fit him 
but Alexander. 

' 4. To which (in the fourth place) it doth fre- 
queatly prove advantageous, That »ſurping Powers 
are fain ( will they, nill chey ) to ſecure themſelves 
by ſuch courſes, as not only di3FaFfe the people - bur 
alſo diſcover their own feares and ſuſpitzons, And 
it is not the leaſt provocation to them to attempt the 
wnhorfine of their Riders , that they perceive their 
fear —_ them fit tottering and unſteady z and 
whiles (to fit the faſter) they claſp their legs too cloſe 
to the beaſt, their heels doe them the diſſervice 
of exciting his wwettal the more ſpeedily to fling 
them off. 

5. (Andlaſtly) A enily conſcience in an Uſurper, 
doth emaſculate that conrage which 1s —_— to be 
put forth in dangerowns caſes; and joyns with the ſwal- 


leſt oppoſition trom without : ſo that often times Ty- 


rants are more betrayed by their own fears,than over= 
matched by adverſe forces : whence they them- 


ſelves are ready . to give up all upon - the leaſt 


ſenſe of a declination of ſucceſſes 5 and ſo come 
(like ſneaking cowards) to the moſt diſhonorable 
ends, very ſeldome having the courage ſo much 
as ro redeeme an inglortous life, with a glorious 


deatb. ; 
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ver. 35.. 


Part IN. 


This commonly is the fate of Hſurpers ( whether 
from any, or all of theſe cauſes) whiles juſt Authe- 
rity is like the Swe diſpelling thole »zifs that cloud 
it, by degrees, and every day (like the houie of our 
David in his conteſt with Sauls poſterity ) gr owing 
ftroneer and ſtronger , 2 Sam, 3, 1, augmenting its 
Intereſts upon the growing ditaffe&ions of the people 
to unjuſt powers, tUull atlaſt, it tread upon the neck 
of all oppoſition. Thence it is that þamifhedFephthah 
1s fetched back again with more h9onox7, than ever he 
was expelled with 7njury and diſerace, Judg. 11. 7,8, 
and our David ( in the Text) comes home to Feru- 
ſalem with more tears of joy , than there were tears 
of ſorrow ſhed for his expulſion : thar the joy of ſuch 
a providence works {ach miracles among the people, 
that: old Barzillai ( though he have loft. all his ſen- 
ſes through age, yet) recovers ſtrength enough ro 
travel forth to congratulate his Severeizp + and lame 
Mephiboſheth, upon ſuch an occaſion, can make a ſhift 
to crawl out to welcome him to his houſe again, 
Which brings me to my ſecond part, _ | 

The Loyal Subjects congratulatory exultation, And 
Mephiboſheth (aid to the King, &C, |] 
| Wherein we will obſerve, 

I.. The Perſon thus joyfully congratulating his S0- 
vereigns return, Mephiboſheth. 

2, The particulars, which hegratefully inſtanceth 
in, as the amplifications of his joy and thanktulneſle ; 
of. which every word bears a part. 


1. The 
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I. The King : (the Perjonhe congratulates.) 
2. My Lord: (the Relation he had to him.) 
3. 1s come 404in : ( the mercy that befell him.) 
» To his own houſe + (the Place of his ar- 
rival.) | 
5. In Peace » (the manxey of his reſtitution.) 

Of all which ſingly in their order, And 
* Firſt, Of the Perſon thus rejoycing and congratula- 
ting, and that is, Mephiboſheth, 

| whois this Aſephrboſheththat among all the per- 
ſons that congratulated Dawv7ds return, and triumphed 
init, he is moſt takennotice of * 

x. It is (for ought we can find to the contrary) 
very likely, he was the ozly remaining 1ſze of Saxl, 
the former King - and therefore one who if he had 
minded his own advancement ( as Ziba maliciouſly 
ſuggeſted, with great appearance of probabilicy, bur 
that the Holy Ghoſt vindicates him , Chap, 16, 3.) 
have made his advantage of Davids abſence, and ( as 
the Heir of the Crown by right of inheritance from 


I.The perſon 
congratulating 


Saul ) have aneled fair for it inthele troubled waters, 


had he been {o minded, 

2. Onewho ( without all queſtion) was not ſo de-= 
ſtitute of intelligence, bur that he knew that tre was 
accuſed ts David under the pregnant ſuſpitions of 
ſuch a deſign ; and fo farre judged guilty, by the 
King himſelf, that he had already given away hi 
Lands as torteited to the Crown ; and he might have 
had cauſe enough te doubt, that his head muſt have 
gone next. 


A 


now highly diſobliged by the King. For when he had 
opened 
C2 Wo 


vs 


2. Once more, Mephiboſheth wasa perſon, but juſt ' 


Chap.16.4- 


his caſe, and cleared his innocency to David | 


PR 
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in the matters which Zba had ſuggeſted , and had 
prevailed ſo farre upon him that he appears inclined 


co think him innocent, yet he 1s taken up ſhort, and - 


anſwered with a check, and a confirmation of the for- 
mer #xJuft ſentence, toa full moiety, in ſtead of ex- 
pected reparations And yet this Mephiboſheth is 
the perlon that thus congratulates his Sove- 
reign. {| Mephiboſheth ſaid to the King, &c.] Hence 
we may obſerve, | 

That a true and ltyal Subjeft values his Sovereigns 
good above his own. As Mephiboſheth heredoth. And 
a fair copy he had, to write after in the example of 


his father Jonathan, who (whiles David was onely - 


Rex deſignatus, appointed and defigned by God to 
the {uccefiton of the Kingdom and although as Sagl 
tells him, 1 Sam. 20, 31, that he had choſen the 
fone of Feſſe to his own hurt , and that whiles he 
lived, he ſhould not be efabliſhed, nor his Kingdoms; 
yet ) upon pure conviction, that God had ſettled the 
Kingdom upon Davza, he is contented to {it down a 
private man, and baulk all his poſſib:liries of a Crown, 
and adventure his Fathers higheſt d:ſþ leaſnre, and his 
. own lifetoo tolecure his, who ſtood between him, 
and his ſucceſſion. And indeed, Loyalty hath ever 
accounted it the next honour to Martyrdom, to fſacti- 
fice its deareſt Intereſts tor the ſatety of legitimate 
Princes, Whence Chriſt argues (as trom a receiv- 
ed principle in Nature ) That if his Kingdome had 
been of this world, then would his ſervants fer, 
and adventure their deareſt blouds for his preſerva- 


| ;tion, Fohn18. 36. Sodid Abiſhai interpoſe in that 


remarkable danger which David was expoſed to, 
[from 1ſhbi-bengb one of the ſonnes of the Gyants, who 
= made 
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made full account to have killed Davi4,z Sam, 21. I6. 


And in the ſame Chapter, you have a liſt of :hi#tyof 


Davids Worthies, 'who are recorded for nothing elſe, 
but therr loyal walour in; defence of their Sovereien. 
And how prodigal in the battel (preceding my Texr) 
between him and Abſalom, are the whole body of his 
Army of their own blouds, rhat they may preſerve 
the lifht of Iſrael from being extinguiſhed : and they 
give a reaſon for it, for (lay they) thou art worth 
tex thouſand of us, Chap. 18, 3.«which leads me, 


2. To the conſideration of the amplifications of 2. The parti 
culars ampliſy- 

Ing the con» 

gratulation. 


Mephiboſheths joy and thanktulneſs, whereof the 
is the Dignity of the perſon, whom Mephibeſheth thus 
congratulates, | | 

1, The King.) A name (certainly) of more ho- 
nour in the Scripture , than our late Times would 
afford it, Infomuch that we hardly finde Sovereign 
Au: hority any where expreſſed under any other ſpect- 
fical Title in the Bible, To be lure (if Scriptures 
may judge this controverſie ) ProtedFors and Keepers 
of the Liberties , will hardly pafle among chritian 
names of Supream Governours, It ſeems that State- 
hereſfie that makes no other account of Kixgs, than 
of ſo many Lions and beaſts of prey, born to be taken 


. and deſtroyed tor uſurping the Sovereign Authority of 


the People (.as our Times have learned to cant it )and 
znfringing of the free-born fellow-creatures natural 
Liberty, was notreceived amongſt thoſe inſpired pen- 
men of the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore deſerves to be 
reckoned among the Apocryphal revelations of another 


ſpirit. T am ſure, that tlie firff Governouwr whom 


God {et oyer his own People was a King, Moſes was 
King in Feſurun, Deut, 33-5. and aiterwards when 


Go: +: the 
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| Chap.17.6. 
18.1, 21.25. 
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the Government was dwindled into Fudees, ( during: 


all which time they had many ,wotull expcriences of 
the miſchiefs of: ſuch precarious,uncertain, and tem- 
porary Governours) God reſettles the Common- 
wealth in a ſucceſſive Royal:y, And it is mentioned 
as a great judgement upon that Nation, and in-let of 
many miichiets into ir, more than once in thac 
Book of Fudzes, that there was. ze King in 
Fracl. | 

, And no wonder, «hat that Government hath ſo 
much countenance from God amongit men z ſeeing it 
bears ſo great a conformity to that which he himſelf 
exerciſeth over all. the world, the affairs whereof he 
manageth in\a Kizely way, Plal. 47.6,7. And the 
moſt xoble Society, and body Politick in all the world, 


(which conſiſts of the moſt {elect parts ) I mean the 
_ Church, he hath ſettled inthe ſame way under Feſws 
Chriſt, as King of Saints, Apoc. 15. 3. and ( for 


the more effectual adminiftration of that Authority) 
bath given him alſo the Monarchy of all the world, 
and made him King of Kings, and Lord of 'Lords, 
Apoc,17. 14, 

In a word, let us ask the general opinion of man- 
kind, and we ſhall tind , that Kingſhip will carry it 
from all Goveraments by a major votre : it being tarre 
more eligible (in common reaſon) to ſerve one ma- 
ſter, than many. And therefore it is no wonder, if 
after the ſad experience of the many miſchiefs of 0/:- 
garchy in theſe Nations, the genius of this people in- 
clines them to receive a King with no leſfe joy than 
Mephiboſheth did, whoſe fir#t amplification of joy and 
En the mercy in the Text is, that the Per- 

reſtored was the King. 


- 2, But 
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deſerves or obtains the congratulations of Loyal (if 


diſcerning) Subjed?s, And theretore Mephibeſheth 


amplifies his joytull congratulation,- by a ſecond em- 
phacical title | »»y Lord ] which imports not onely 
Sovereignty” of - Authority , but unqueftionablenefſe of 
Title to that Authority, And truly,the word [ King] 
ſounds odly without ( Lord ] and {| Led} as ill, 
without [ »zy ] beforeit. Hethat isa K7xe, if he 
be nota Lord too, inveſted with a Sovereign Power, 
as well as a Sovereign Title, will be but ( as he ſaid 


of Pompey) —Magni nomins wnbra, the ſhadow of 


« King without the ſubſtance. { King} withour 


[Lord ] ſounds too low and flat, tocommand honowr 


and ſnbjecHiow ; and { Lord] withont-[ wy] ſounds 
to0 forraign , and irrelative to challenge love and 
cheerfalneſſe in ſabjeftion, A Power of Law is no. 
lefle than every rational Subjei? will allow to him 
with. whom he depoſiteth the Truſt of his life and. 
eſtate, ſeeing withour it that 7ruff were vain, as want- 
ing a neceflary requiſite to the rendring-it effe&tyal:: 
and 4 power above Law, no jw# Prince layes claim 
£0. Yea, the very nature of Loyalty and Allegiance, 
as well as the words themſelves, declare the limits;of 
the Sovereigns power, as- well as the peoples obe= 


| dience. Let no man therefore part [Rex J and 
[ Dominus]. King and Lord, which-God and Law'have 


jJoyned together : For he that is not” Lord ,. will not 


long be Kire, And let them that either Kimg or Lord: 


# over a people, take heed how they part {-w] 
from either, For he.that Lords #& higheſt, is very 

unfecure, . bothas tohis peoples /ove,and his own ſafe-- 
79; it he hold it only by Power , and not Tie, An. 


2, Butit is nota K7»g of every ſort and ſize that 


unjuſt” 


T5 


2. My Lord. 


—— 
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#njuſt exattor of my obedience, though he may over- 
power my body, and command my eſtate, ſhall never 
conquer and ſubject my heart : I hall obey him,whiles 
the rod 1s over my back, becauſe I love.mmy ſelf, and 
ſhall be loath tohazard by a peewiſh pertinacy what 1 
may ſecure by an #nſignificant compliance : but I muſt 
not be thought to be ſo tarre enamoured on iny chains 
and fetters, as to be contented to wear them apy long- 
er thantillI can knock them: off ; or to think any obe- 
dience any longer dye to an Mſurper,than till I can with 
ſafety deny it. - 
But a Lawfull Prince, as he hath a right to command, 
ſo ( whiles he commands nothing, which is counter 
manded by God) forfeits none of his commands, 
for want of a will to obey, A rightfull Sovereign 
ſets up a Throne in every heart,where he rules by love, 
and commands obedience by its influence. Eipecjal- 
ly where the Tztle of a Sovereign is founded on-a 
lineal deſcent ;, and the perſon inveſted with royalty 
is not Rex fadtws, but: Rex natus, not beholden to 
humane Creatios , but hereditary ſucceſſion - for to 
ſuch an one AMegrarce is founded in Nature,and flows 
forth by a kind of 1nffiz& towards a native Prince, 
as dutifulneſſe and reverence do towards natural Pa- 
rents ; and common reaſon tells us it is due to the 
Pater Patriz, as well as Pater-familias, the Father of 
the Countrey as well as of the family; whois my Lord 
and thine ( whoever thou att that art born within his 
Dominions Y and entituled to the love and obedience 
of usall (ina fort) as God himſelf is to the Sowve- 
reignty of the Greatzres upon the account of their ye- 
ry being, which they rece;veunder his 5yfluezce, and 
exjoy under his Proteition. Ina word, a King who 
Lor d-it 3 
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Lords it, by fucha Tile, is certainly the moſt wel- 
come of any, to 2 Loyal Subject ; ſeeing David (who 
had .not that advantage-) was (upon his royal. relati- 
on, though founded upon another bottome ) ſo wel- 
come to Mephiboſheth : eipecially when returned from 
ſuch an exilement ; which is the third amplifica- 
tion, 

© But before I enter upon that, I muſt crave your 
leave to ſchool ory interrupter, who. (me thinks) 
accoſts Mephiboſheth thus, O man. why aveft thou 
worſhip thy fellow-creature ? Thon ſhouldſt not [ay 
[my Lord the King, | but [ thou, O man, whoms they 
call King.) To whom, T make no queſtion, but (if 
ſuch Phanaticks had at that time hada being) Mepbi- 
befheth would have anſwered after ſome ſuch manner, 
But [thou, O man, whom they call Quaker, ] deft 
thou not know that Titles of honour to Gods deputies are 
derived by God together with the dignity unto which 
they belong ? Doth he call them gods, becauſe they are 
deputed' in his place to repreſent himſelf, axd doſt thou 
xot then put an affront upon God, whiles thou rankest 
his wicegerents with other min f Go, ſawcy Clown, 
and learn, that Religion # no enemy to good man- 
ners : if it were , God himſelf woutd not have ena- 
Fed a ſpecial Law to enjoyn that honour to our (upert- 


_ ours,” which thoſe Teſtimanies are neceſſary to expreſſe, 


Mean-while, aſſociate thy ſelf with thy fellow- creatures, 
(if at leaſt thou canſt find any 4s void of civility as 
thy ſelf to aſſociate withall) and leave Kings ( and 
Snbjeits tos of 4 better temper) to teftifie their mutual 
reſpedts and [atisfattions in ſuch a way', wherein the 


fullneſs of the heart moit naturally uttereth it ſelf. And 


know, that althoweh Kings be equally related to God(as 
| -- crea- 
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creatures) with others, yet they are not Ouakers fel- 
lows ;, at leaft,, till it better appear, that as Grd made 
other men, and Kings alike, , he made Kings and them 
to be Hail fellow, well met. 

And now ( having vindicated Mephiboſheths conrt- 
frrp ) Tam atlciſure further to conlider his Congre- 
zulation, inthe third Amplification of it, the Kings 

. Reſtitution. For ſoit follows, 29. Lord the King 
3.1s come again 3. Is come as ain, 
A zood King 1s welcome to his Subjects at a// times: 
but 4oxbly welcome after an nncomfortable abſence, 
Certainly, Mephiboſheths joy ſets a like Emphafis up- 
on rediit, as upon Rex. And, indeed, how could 
he do otherwiſe 2 For what comforrt is it to this He- 
miſphere, that there is a Sunne inthe firmament ( ex» 
cept that partial comfort, which the hopes of his re- 
turn feed us withall ) whiles he is ab{ent from it, and 
beſtows his light only in avother © And ( becauſe we 
look upon that creature, as 9m err how wea- 
riſome is a Winters night which detains him, but a 
little longer than ordinary,from our eyes ! But ſhould 
that befall us, which they ſay 1s uſual with the remo- 
teſt Northern and Southern climates, that we ſhould 
want the Sunne for half an year together 5; how think 
you, would ſo long an abſence ingratiate his returning 
beams unto us ! What cro8ding would there be at his 
returne, to ſalute his firſt riſing © And what a 
kind of ambitious conteſt would it occaſion ( as with 
the Perſian Lords in the Story) who ſhould diſcover 
him-firſt ? 1n alike pride and eatery of affection, do 
we find Davids loyal Subjects (in this Chaprer ) am- 
bitiouſly contending, which of them {hall outrun the 
other, to help forward his defired retum. $0 _ 
| | | «7 
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God ſometimes uſe to whet our appetites by faſtine, 
to thoſe diſhes, which (whiles they are our daily 
food ) flat and blznt the ſharpneis of our flomacks into 
a kind of auorexy or ?nappetency. 

Hence allo we may learn, what a vaſt difference 
thereis between aJuſt Prince, and an nſurpine Tyrant; 
that when the oze abſents himſelf, or is otherwiſe ſe- 
parated from a people., they cxrſe him with a good 
wilh of fair weather after him ( as we ay) as one 
whoſe room is more acceptable than hs company, But 
in the detention of the other, elpecially for any unu- 
ſual quantity of time, how do the cloxds that ſir upon 
every countenance, and the dews that fall from every 
eye declare, how welcome the royal Sunne would be 
to diſpel the one, and ary up the other ! Yea how doth 
the nimbleneſſe of their loyal affections ( that think 
every minnte an age, till they enjoy their beloved ob- 
je ) chidejthe . flown? of Times motion , becauſe 
he makes no more haſte to make them happy. 


Phoſphore redde diem ;, quid gandia noſtra moraris ? 
Ceſare wentuaro, Phoſſhore redde diem. 


Thus doth Mephiboſheth, from whoſe heart his Sqg- 
vereigns baniſhment had baniſhed all joy (for the ho- 
ly Ghoſt tells us, he had neither dreſſed his feet, nar 
trimmed his beard, nor waſhed his cloaths from the day 
that the King departed ) eccho out this reatit with un- 
ſpeakable affection, My Lord the King is come again: 
and (which further raviſheth him) a4 dowum [uam; 
(the fourth amplification, ) = 

&. To his own hoxſe. Which clauſe certainly (asir 
neceſfanily inferres a proprety, which David had in 
his royal Palace, betore his excluſion; much contra- 

3 FW ry 


houſe, 
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ry to the Doctrine of our Antimonarchical times, 


which gave new names ( {carce Chriſtian,T doubt) to 
all places and things that called the Xi»g,Maſter: [his 
Houſes ,were the Commonwealth; hoaſes;and his Lands, 
the Commonwealths Lands ; his Woods and Forreſts, 
Parks and Chaſes, the Commonwealths torfooth] and 
(as for Houſes) had Davids Subjects been fo skilfull 
in deſtroying, as ſome others have, and had as much 
time to doit, he had hardly had an houte left in be- 
ing, and Mephiboſheth might have acced one particu- 
lar moreto his gratulation; That the King had an houſe 
of his own,ſtanding, to return unto; I lay as this clauſe 
[his own honſe] eſtabliſheth the Propriety of Kings 
in their royal Poſſeſions: foit) denotes the full and 
entire reflitution of David, not only to his Kingdom, 
but to his home ; together with the ſecurity of his 
preſent condition, which he was now reſtored unto. 
Mens own houtes,in time of dangers,are places where 
they play le aft inſight, as being moſt likely to expoſe 
them to every obvious {earcher. | 

A comfortable change (certainly) to David, who 
3 little while fince had almoſt quite baniſhed rhe hopes 
of ever ſeeing home again, as he declares to Zadok, 
Chap.15,23,24. And therefore by how much he had 


-longedin his abſence (though no queſtion he was all 


that while a moſt welcome gueſt to his Subjects hou- 
ſes, where his occaſions caſt him) after the enjoy- 
ment of this home : by ſo much muſt his joy be im- 
proved at his firſt ſtep over that defired Threſhold, 
And no leſs comfortable was the conſequent of ix 
fo his Subjes, who now knew where ts have him, 
whom before (becauſe he was ſometimes here,and 
ſometimes there, as the exigency of his deplored at- 
- | fairs 
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fairs required,) they could not te'] how to repair un- 
co, either to crave hi juſtice, or expreſs their duty. 
So that undoubtedly Mephiboſheth was but oxe of thoſe 
thouſands of loyall Subjes, who tin his abſence) 
:«ad /ooked wiſhtly towarcs the rojall Palace, as degra- 
ced into a condition below the meannels of a plebeiar 
cottage, by reaſon of the vacancy of its Royall Maſter 
and Inhabitant : and now.rejoyced to ſee the doores 
fly open to receive him in again. Eſpecially confi- 
dering the #anncy of his reſtitution, the /aſt particu- 
lar of this joytull congratulation of AMephiboſheth z 
It was 
5. Tx Pace , (the moſt emphatical) word of all the 
reſt) My Lord the King i core again tohis own houſe 
[23 Peace.) 


The Hebrew word which we render peace 4s [| Sha-- 


lom) which being a word of a large <xtent, (and 
therefore uſed in ſalutations as the compendium or 4- 
bridgment of all good wiſhes) may be interpreted tm 
this place-in a threefold latitude, 

I, Inpeace, thatis in the glory, ſtate, and magni- 
ficence which is moſt agreeable to Peace, In warre 
all things are cloathed with a diſmall negleedneſs z 
mens very garbs, and habits, and poſinres are com- 
poſed to the dolefulneſs of lo uncomfortable a conditi- 
0, But Pexcediſplayes all the riches, pomp, gallan- 
try, and magnificence ofa Nation, ſo that David re- 
turning in peace, is attended to Feruſalens with fuch 
por: p, anc. glory, as declared how glad his Subjects 
were in their hearts, by the gayneſs of their habits, 
And indeed {however in 4 T keologicall conſideration, 
ſuch exuberancies of gallantry as the State; of {uch 
royal proceſſions doth call for, be but a vain and emp-- 
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ty thing, wan garrzan, (as the pompous entrance of 
Aerippa, and Beruice 1s called, Ad.25, 23, a greds 
phantafie: and Princes in all their magnificence, are 
never the more accepted of God, or fpirittually hap- 
py) yet are not ſuch conſiderations as theſe, ſuthciey,” 
to inferre the banifſhment of thew, from the politicall 
ſe, which (upon extraordinary occaſions eſpecially) 
all Princes make of them. For, beſides that-the 
credit of Princes is hereby much advanced among for- 
reigners * it is bur meet that ſuch an equipage ſhould 
fometimes be made ule of, to guard the perſons of 
Princes from the bold approaches of snferiours, who 
might otherwiie miſtake their Soverazgns for their 
Compaiionss Thus the Sunnc weares his beames not 
only to warmyenlighter, and impregnate the earth, but 
alſo to ex his own g/orious body trom the too ſawcy 
approaches of every inquifitive beholder. 

2. In Peace, that isin perſonal ſafety, which no 
queſtion, had been much 1m_danger during that ſtate 
of warre and confuſion, wherein he had lately been; 
His Army. indeed, had taken care to keep him our 
of the danger of {words and arrows in the battell, 
when by a friendly and loyal violence they ſhut him 
up in a garriſon, chap. 18.3, 4, But yet, in ſo 
orand a rebellion, and general difaffection of his ſe- 


duced people, what walls could fecure him from the 


poyſoners drugg, or the Aſſaſſinates dagger , which 
without doubt, were in readineſle to do execution 
any where, as opportunity ſhould court them there- 
unto, It was David's life which was the only ob- 
fttruction to Abſaloms ambition, and therefore we 
cannot ſuppoſe any way was left unattempted to take 
away that © And yer, ſo Divine Providence _ 
E 
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ed over David, that not an haire of his head is touch », 
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ed, by any ill-meaning hand, and he recurnes fate | 


both 1in lite and limb, and in this re{pe& alſo, 1s 
eace, 
f 3. ( Andlaſtly,) 7» Peace, that is iz quietneſſe and 
without obſtruction or diſiurbance. Many weapons 
were lifted up againſt him to drive him away, and 224- 
#5 a curſe ( belides Shimez's) ſent after him, as he 
fea by diſloyal conipirators. But now every ſword 
is ſheathed, and every month 1s ſtepped, except thoſe 
that either ſhoxt for joy or ſue for pardoy. The way 
to his Royal Palace was now crowded with peaceable, 
and cheerful ſpettators, and not with tumultuoxs, and 
editions riuters, as when they forced him to fly for 
his life, and leave both Gods habitation, and his own 


to their mercy : and nothing ebſiratts him in his pal- 


{age but the.confluence of a loyal crawd who flock- 
ed about him to feaſt their eyes with ſo welcome a 
ſpeacle. And upon this account alſo, was it-nd 
{mall joy co Mephiboſheth that David was returned in 
Peace, Hence Obſerve, T- 

A peaceable Reſtitution of au exiled Soneragn, & 
a mercy of the largeſt dimenſions both to himſelf, and 
his Subjedts. 

And being ſo, no queſtion but it cals for all pofli- 


. ble demonſtrations, of -reall and affectionate joy and 


gratitude, which'brings me ( at /aff though you may 
think ſomewhat /ozg firff, if you conſult rhe Hour- 
glaſs, which (yet) I would hope, at ſuch a time 
as this, no good ſubject will do, ſeeing your patience - 
on this day 1s 2 piece of loyalty to your-Soveraign } 
ro the third part of my Text Mephiboſbeth's reall de- 
mouſtration of the fincerity, and beartinefle of his 


Part III. 
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1. Yea, 


 ſeaſonable note ;, 


joy, in thele words, Tea, let him take all, foraſ- 
much,S&Cc. oe 

Wherel cannot but take notice of an Emphaſis al- 
{o in every word. 

I. [Tea] as it imports a contented conſent to the 
hard ( for that is the ſofteſt epithere I can give it) 
ſentence of David, pronounced againſt him in the 


preceding verſe : together with the mi/2eſſe of his 


ſpirit and compoſedneſſe of his paſſions, notwithſtand- 
ing the hayſhneſſe of the 2anner wherein David paſled 
that ſentence, hath an Emphaſis init. And 
(1, ) The former import of the word, lends us this 
' That the' moſt contented loſer by his Soveraigns Re- 
fitution, is the moſt reall and loyal rejoycer init. It 
was not ſo much for Zia that got a fair eſtate by Da- 
vid's reflitution to rejoyce, as it was for Mephiboſheth 
who loſtit. Poſſibly Ziba's joy was more frelick 
becaufehe was tranſported with his gaires : but Me- 
phiboſheth's was more hearty becauſe it was not abated 
by his loſſes. Zibha's joy was terminated in him- 
ſelf, though pretended for the King; and Mephibo- 
fbeth's in the Xing with the neglect of 4imſe/f, We 
uſe to indulge loſers ſome eruptions of paſſion, ( as 
our common Proverb tels us,”) they muſt have leave 
to-ſpeak ; becauſe natural ſelf-love will hardly digeſt 
a conſiderable dammage without ſome evidence that 
ithath a ſenſe of what hurts it : and{by conſequence) 
it muſt needs be a zranſport beyond the ordinary 
ſtandard of »ature, which in lofſes ſo calmes all ex- 


| orbitancies of paſſion, as if they did not concern a 


man at all, and makes him rejoyce as truly,as if he had 
no cayſe at all to grieve, And ſuch was this of Me- 
phiboſheth, - 
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phiboſheth, wherein his loyal heart torgets that his 


eſtate or intereſts were concerned in rhe judgmer!, tor 
joy that he once more beheld in ſatery his Soverates 
that gaveit, Alas ! how many meas loyalty, ( who 
upon ſuch a providence as this, are even traniported 
into a degree of that /aughter, which, Solomon ſaith, is 
mad:and mirth,which deth it cannot tell what,Eccl.2,2.) 
might juſtly fall under ſ»ſp:c407, upon this conſide- 
ration, that either the expei7ation of greatneſſe, or 


| hopes of reparation and revenge, layes on the fewel 


that makes ſuch a b/aze ? Whereas indeed, there is 
more true and noble fire of loyal joy kindled in the 
breaſts of thouſands, ( though it make not ſuch a 
crackling noiſe, ) who are ( with Mephiboſherh) not 
only contented to receive no advantage trom the pro- 
vidence, bur alſo to fit down conſiderable loſers; and 
ſome {( which God pur into the heart of his gracious 
Majefty to conſider) by ſuddain ejections and re- 
vengetull proſecutions expoſedFo w'ter ruine, who have 
done as confiderable ſervice as any whoſoever , /to» 
wards the ſerting oe in the poZFure wherein now 
they are, and now rejoyce in them asmuch, | 
(2. ) The ſecondimport of this word Tea, preſents 
us with this Obſervation. | 
That even injuries and wrongs from lawfull Sove- 
raigns, are by private Subjects to be ſwallowed, with 
«calm and ſedate canflitution of ſpirit. 
David handles Mephiboſheth roughly both in the 
manner of bis ſpeech, {Why ſpeakeft thaw any more 
of thy matters? I have ſaid (q d.) Thy 'doom is 
this, which Iam reſolved toftand 10, and therefore 
trouble me no more about it. ] Thus (even amongſt 


in. high place, is Solorew's ſpeech too 
pre” 'E | frequently 
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| frequently verified, that whiles the poor uſeth intrea- 


ties, therich anſwereth roughly, Prov. 18,23, And 
alſo in the matter of it, Thou and Z:ba divide the 
lands, One would have thought that Mephibeſheth, 
had reaſon enough to reply, Nay, my liege Soweraign, 
that is hard meaſure. It upon better information of 
my innocence your Majeſty be ſo farre ſatisfied, as to 
revoke your former Tudgment in part, why not altoge- 
ther? If Ziba upon conviction of ſycophancy , and 
falſe accuſation be worthy to loſe halt of his unjuſtly ac- 
quired eſtate, he ts not worthy to enjoy any z, ſeeing the 
one half is equally the price of that ſycophancy as the 
other. And if Meptuiboſheth ( now cleared in his 
royal Soveraienes own conſcience } be worthy to be 
retored ts one half of his effate,why not to all ? Though 
the injury be leſſe to me, yet the injuſtice in it ſelf i no 
leſſe to the King to deprive an innocent. perſon of the 
half, then of the whole, But Mephiboſheth waves all 
ſuch pleas, and mildly anfwers, Tea, let hims take 
all, &c. No paſſion, no nor juſt expoſtulatfon, no 
uncecent or dilcontented.carr7a2e towards his Prince, 
is here; but a quiet and contented ſwallowing of the 
injury : whethcr,becauſe he ſaw h# Soveraign in tome 
more than ordinary tranſport of heat, and therefore 
judged it not ſeaſonable to caſt any wore 9y/ into the 
fire: or (which is moſt likely ) becaule he was fo 
tull of /oyaljoy for his re#Fauration that he minded his 
own Intereſt leaſt, I will not poſitively determine. 
This is certain that fvorys fiuam , ſilken words become 
the Subjetf,when the Soverargn ipeaks iron and Feel. 
For by long bearing ( faith Solomen ) a Prince is beft 
perſwaded, and a 7 t anſwer breaketh the bones, Prov, 
25-15. And the carriage and deportment mult be 
| an(werable, - 
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anſwerable, If the ſpirit of the Ruler ( ſaith the 
{ame Solomon ) riſe up againſt thee Leave not thy place, 
(1, e, fling not out of the preſencein paſſion and dil- 


content) tor yeilding pacifieth great offences, Ecclel, 


10,4. | 
2, Alecond Emphaſis isin the word Him, yea, let 
C Him, ] And who is it to whom Mephiboſherh is fo 
generous? Who, indeed, but Ziba his treacherome 
ſervant, who had wrongfully accuſed him of ſtaying 

behind at Feraſalem, upon a traiterous Deſign of u- 
ſurping the Crown ; and fo attempted to deprive him 
at once of his effate, and his /;fe * And one who-had 
prevailed in the one already, and it was not for want 
- malice in him, that hz had not alſo prevailed in the 
other, . 

Who would not have thought rather, that Mephz- 
boſheth ſhould have ſaid ? Though the ol e of my efate 
doth not trouble me, ſo long as my eyes bebold the King 
returned in ſafety, yet that Ziba ( of all men ) ſhould 
enjoy it, this goes near mt. That (uch a treacherous 
willaine ſhould not only eſcape the gallows ( nmhich he 
a / erves ) but wear thoſe feathers which he hath pluck- 
ed from me without any reſlitution, or reparation made 
for the wrong hz hath done me, this is hard. If m 
Lord the King will take the Lands himſelf, or beſtow 
them upon any other of his ſervants, content : but let 
any manrather enjoy them, than Tiba, But we hear 
not a word of this neither from Mephiboſherh , but 
the quite contrary. Yea, rather, ( ſaith he). lee ( e- 
ven) Ziba take them, ſecing my Lord the King us 
come back againto his own houſe in peace. | 
How doth a true zeal to pablick good drown all thoughts 
of private revenge! Let men pretend to never {o 

oF 8 .much 
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much loyal joy and gratitude upon luch an occaſion'as 
the Text and the Time preſents us withall, yer where 
they difcover an exaſperated and revenzefull ſpirit, 
and take all advantages to proſecute-it; they muſt 
give me leave to tell them, thatT doubt they are no 
Mephiboſheths, but ſonnes of Zerviah rather , with 
nhom (1.hope ) our David will have little todo. 1 
tear me, ſuch mens joyes will make their Soveraign 
minrn ; who fetch firefrom Hell to kindle their boyxe- 
fires, and fewelthem with the ſþoyles of {( to ſpeak at 
the mildeſt rate) no worte Subjects , than rthew- 
[clves, 

Once more, ( for this rare example cannot with- 
out wrong to it ielf, and you, be lightly paſſed o- 
ver) Ovlerve hence, 

That the Reconciliation of a Soveraien and his Sub- 
jects, ſhould ( if their ſpirits be rightly tempered ) work 


- a through-reconciliation between the ſubjetts them- 


ſelves, We uſeto make marriaze fexfts the occafi » 
ons, and ſeaſons of reconciling the differences be- 
tieen thoſe of the Finired who are joyntly concerned 
in the joy of tuch a Providence, Davics return in 
Peace, was the marriage of himielt, and his Sub- 
jects, renewed atter an wkind Divorce, And God- 
forbid (faith David himlelt )' that ſo goud 4 day as 
this, ſhould be ſtained with revenge though upon a Shi- 
mei, the worſt of Traitours. And, (in imitation 


of — then , (ſaith good Mephiboſheth ) ler 


(even) Zibaand me, ſhake hands, the beft of Ma- 
#ers. with the worſt of Servants, though I fit down 
with the leſſe,and he with the garn of a tair eſtate. And 
indeed, as we account it a good Argument in Divi- 
r1;y to 1nterre. our Love ,.\and ( conlequently) our 
reconcile- 
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his Parſe, 
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recencilement to our Pretaren, becauſe our common 
Father, (Goz)) through his Sonne Jeſus Chriit, lawes 
and is reconciled tousall: fo ought it hkewite to be 
a good Political Argument to conclude the meetneſle 
and fitnefle of full and entire reconciliation and friend» 
ſhip among the members of th2 body Pelitick, trom the 
re-union of the Royal Headto them all, The marrt- 
age of the Parents, the Prince and Commonwealth, 


ſhould make the children of both vezters, ( whether 


Royal, or Parliamertary breed, ) to love and live as 
friends rogether, 

3. Next [| him? comes the word [ Take Jinto 
conſideration , with the Emphaſis wiich 1t Carries, 
W hich word farther exewplites Mep5ibeſhiths Cheer- 
full and contented condeſcenfion to theie hard condi- 
tions. Ts not rapratylet him get it as he cans, vwihen 
I cannot helpir, I will defift ana reſt :conrevted. But 
tis accipiat, ( tor fo the word moſt trequent'y figm- 
fies) in the milder ſenſe ; and we rencer it et him 
icke. 9.4, he ſhall not have it, only by my Zerd the 
Kings ſentence, 2nd be put in poſe 10x by the Officers 
ef Fuſtice , but allo by my Conation, an! furrenger, 
it my Zord will have itio. Iaill cu? a Turf my (clf, 
and ſeize him of the Lancs in perion, | Ts: 

How free and voluntary 1s loyal 1f:7on 12 all the 
care Snt it! He that will do no more tor his 
Soveraign than is forced from hims that puts his 
Prince upon [' 74piat } /rt hin catch what he cap, n- 
ſtead of Mephiboſheths {| accipiat } let himvrective, 
what I can- beffew upon him, when juſt occaſion re- 
quires; isnot ſo much a. Subjeit to his Prince, as tg 
May our $ovezai7n never havecauſe to 
make. triall of his Subjects affections by voluntary 

: |S I bounty ? 
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Gen. 45.30, 


bounty : or 1t he tiave, may he meet with ſo much of 
7t in thewaſt free and ingennous expreſcions, as that 
his exigencies may never tempt him to thoſe extraor- 
dizaries wich may render him obnoxious to popular 
dilaftections, 

\ &. We have not yet done with the emphaticalneſſe 
of Mephiboſheths grant, For although we have had 
divers already under conſideration, yet [AZ is to 
come, which indeed compriſeth more than af the 
reſt, He ſaith not only, Let him take half ( as my 
Lord the King hath judged) but {| A. ] Sq 
lictle did it trouble him to be half nndone by the 
Kings Reſtitution , tht he ſeems to be diſpleated 
with what was lef+ him, becauſe it rendred the 
reality of his loyal Joy, lefle conſpicuous and de- 
monſtratiye, 

How exceſfive liberal & Loyalty , when it « ſþi- 
rited by Love? A beloved Prince can never want, 
whiles a Loyal SubjeFF hath what to give. He that 
was fo liberal even to Zibs upon Davids account x 
What do we think he would have done for David 
himſelf ? I confeſle, I cannot ſee, how the expreſſi- 
on could have admitted an enlargement, had the caſe 


| been Davids, as now it was Zbas; except he had 


added old Facobs congratulation to his ſonne Foſeph, 
Now let me die, ſince I have ſeen thy face, becauſe 
thou art yet alive, And doubtleſle Mephiboſhethhad 
love enough to his Soverergy to have parted not only 
with hs Eſtate to him, but his life for him, if need 
required, Ican hardly ( you fee) get free of this 
word, Tam ſo taken with it. O bravely ſaid, noble— 
Mephiboſheth ! what ſpecial mark of obſervation, 
doth this paſſage of thy Hiſtory deſerve, where ever 

it 
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it ſhall be read tothe worldsend? When Araunah be- 


ſtowed a farre lefle gift upon King David, a while 
after, Chap. 24, How noble a charaCter doth the ſa- 
cred Hiftoraa put upon his generous Loyalty £ [ AU 
theſe things did Araunah as a King, give unto the 
King, ] verl. 23. and yet it is not {aid, that what he 
gave was half, much lefle 47 thir he had, Iwill 
not taxe the ſacred penman with 1njury to Mephibo- 
ſbeth, in that heſlips over this Story fo filently, 1 
rather think the reaton of the difference is, becauſe 
in this, Araunah was mote notable, for being a Fe- 
buſi:e ( as the Scripture tels us) ans theretore one of 
the race of the old Canaintes,who Ic: out with moit 
pertinacy againſt 7ſrae/, even til Davies time, who 
conquered the Fort of Zion, their laſt retreat : and 
it was out of love to God, as well as the King ; ſee- 
ing it was in order to his worſhip, being a giir of that 
very ground, on which (as 1t 1s thought) Gods 
Temple atterwards ſtood, and the Arke was at pre- 
ſent: to be fetled. Now tuch 3 gitt trom a Febu- 
ſite, one (originally) of a Nation and Religion moſt 
adverſe to David, deierved a finger to point it out in 
the Hiſtory. | 

But however, Mep-5ibeſh:th will not want tnat ho- 
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nour in al{ noble and incenuous hearts, which Arau- - 


#ah ( for what reaſon the Indicer knows beſt ) hach 
in the moſt noble of Hiſtories. Let Arannah take the 


honour of being as generous 45 4 Kirg - and Mephi- - 


koſh:th ſhall have the reputation ot being 4s free @s 
an Emperour ;, and thall, to the worlds. end,” upbraid 
the ſordidnels of thoſe who ia ſtead or puting:with 


what #5 their own tor their Sovereign, thinks much of - 


reſtoring him what is his. 


5, Laltly, . 


